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Some + Account of Mr. Harcourt and his 
Family. 4 


R. Ambroſe Harcourt was aTurkey 
Merchant, and reſided many 
Tears in London; but, having by his 
nnduſtiy acquir'd a very plentiful For- 
tune, he purchas'd an Eſtate in Ox- 

indie, and retir'd from Buſineſs. 
. B — 


(15) 

His Houſe was large, and ele cantly 

furniſh'd, The Garden was ſpacious, 
and contain'd a great Variety of the 
gue Fryizs, Flowers, Shrpbs and 
Ever-Greens. At the End of the Gar- 
den was a fine Park: On one Side 
of it, a delightful Grove 3 and, on 
the other, a View of the High; Road 
and open Country, 
could reach. 


Mr. Harcourt was a Gentleman of 1 


great Integrity; agreeable in Perſon, 
and of a genteel Addreſs. He was 
rather 1mpetuous in his Temper ;; but 
was ſo ſenſible of his Foible, that he 
us'd his utmoſt Endeavours to ſpeak 
and act with Moderation. He was 
kind. charitable, open and genorous ; 
& Friend to Merit in Diſtreſs, and a 
Welkwiſher to all Mankind. 


His Lady was a very amiable Wo- 
man. She was "vat of a ready 
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do Sons and two Daughters. Three 
the eldeſt, liv'd to comfort them in 
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and the Roſe and Lilly were blended 
1 y * 

finely ſhap' d; an open and plea- 
; 42 


ſing Countenance, and her Temper 
Was extremely amiable, Muſick was 


 Tw) 
Wir and ſolid Judgment. Few were 
her Equals in the Accotnpliſhments 


3 of her Mind, none her Superiors in 


the CEconomiy of her Family. . 
Mr. Hareourt had been married 


3 upwards of twenty Years, when he 


purchas'd the Eftate in Owfordſbire. 
His Lady brought him a plentiful 
Fortune, and four Children, vi. 


of them died young; but Amelia, 


their laſt Moments. 
Amelia, at this Period, was aboud 


Twenty. She was not a perfect Beau- 
ty; but ſhe had fine Eyes, ſmall 


Mouth, white even Teeth, dark Hair, 


on her Cheeks. She was tall, and 
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her favourite Science, and ſhe danc'd 3 


with a peculiar Grace. 

She underſtood the French and Ha- 
lian Languages, and ſpoke and wrote 
them very elegantly z and ſhe had 
been inſtructed in ſuch Parts of po- 
lite Literature, as might render her 
agreeable in Converſation. She had 
' a pleaſing and graceful Addreſs, and 
a Dignity in her Mien that was ex- 
tremely ſtriking. F 


Mr. Harcourt and his Family were 


greatly reſpected by the neighbouring 
Gentry, among whom they liv'd in 
perfect Harmony, From an Inti- 


macy with Mr. Bartlett (a Gentleman 


whoſe Garden join'd to Mr. Harcourt's) 


there grew a Friendſhip, They fre- 


quently viſited each other, and ſpent 
many of their leiſure Hours with mu- 
tual Satisfaction. 
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CHA P. II. 


Perſons and Characters of ſome new 


Acquaintance. 


R. Bartlett was poſſeſs'd of about 
Twelve Hundred Pounds per 


LAmum. He was a Gentleman of 


3 | ſtrict Honour and Integrity. His Fa- 


mily conſiſted of his Spouſe, a Son 
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His Lady was very agreeable in 
Perſon; and ſupported the Characters 
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great Propriety. 
Charles was genteel in Perſon, and 


had a pleaſing Addreſs, He had re- 
ceiv'd a liberal Education, and was a 
= Stranger to the Vices of the preſent 
= * ge, i. e. Parade and Diſſipation. 


4 He 


(22) 

He had a feeling Heart, and his Hand 
was open to relieve the real Neceſſi- 
ties of the- Deſerving. He had great 
Preſence of Mind, in Times of Dan- 
ger; and an undaunted Courage, to 
extricate himſelf from it. 


Henrietta was a fine young Lady. 


She was turn'd of Nineteen, being two 
Years younger than her Brother. She 
was tall, her Features regular and 
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Countenance inexpreſſibly charming. 
She ſung and danc'd to Admiration. 
She was of a ſprightly Diſpoſition, 
and in Converſation very agreeable ; 


but her Wit would ſometimes run 1 


away with nr Judgment. 


1 Lime Part of theſe Families 


riety of Amuſements to ſpend the 


viſiting each other, ſo they found va- 
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3X verſation always afforded them a ra- 
tional Entertainment: And they tool 
great De light in Muſick and Dancing. 
Sometimes the young Ladies amis d 
themſelves at theit Needles; at others, 
in Drawing, Painting, in Miniature, 
"ok 2 
Henrietta had painted three beau- 
tiful Miniatures, which ſhe preſented 
to Mr. Harcourt, his Lady and Ames 
77 een of 
3 As the had taken a conſiderable 
XZ Time, and us'd her utmoſt Skill in 
the Execution of theſe Performances, 
XZ chey were highly finiſh'd, and univer- 
2X cally allow'd to be ſtriking Likeneſſes 
of the three Perſons to whom they 
were given. Mr. Harcaurt had them 
8 fram'd, and ſet round with Diamonds; 


and greatly eſteem' them, for the 
e ſake of the Donor. _ 
NN 
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J udgment and Generoſity of her dear 
Friend. She thought there was an 
indiſpenſable Obligation to make a 
Return. She roſe early, and employ'd 


her Mornings in painting four Minia- 


tures of Mr. Bartlett and his F amily. 
As ſhe was extremely aſſiduous in 
this pleaſing Employment, ſhe com- 
* the four in about a Month. 
hen they were finiſh'd, ſhe entreated 
her Mamma to give Mr. Bartlett and 


Famlly an Invitation to Dinner. They 


came; and, when they had din'd, Ame- 


lia very politely preſented a Picture 


to each. 

In preſenting the laſt to the younger 
Mr. Barilet, ſhe appear'd a little con- 
fus'd, and a beautiful Crimſon over- 
ſpread her Face; but, ſoon recover- 


ing, ſhe ſaid, with inexpreſſible Deli- 


ra « Sir, I make you this Preſent, 
- in 


Amelia beheld with Pleaſure the 
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4 | «&-jn Token of my Gratitude, for 42 


4 ſimilar Favour lately receiv'd from 


„ your Siſter, my much-eſteem'd and 
XX « amiable Friend.“ | 
Anmelia's Miniatures were receiv'd 
with great Politeneſs, and many Com- 
pliments paid her on the Perfection 
ſhe had acquir'd in the Art of Paint- 
ing. Mr. Bartlett ſaid, they ſhould 
be adorn'd with the ſame Kind of 
X coſtly Ornaments, with which Mr. 
Harcourt had honour'd the Preſents 
of his Henrietta. 

In the Evening they had a little 
Concert of Muſic, Mr. Bartlett per- 
X form'd on the Harpſichord, Mr. Har- 


court on the German Flute, Charles on 
the Violin, and the two young Ladies 
ſung ſeveral favourite Duets, accom- 


pany'd by thoſe Inſtruments. After 
# Supper they had an 2 Conver- 
1 ſation, 


ſation, and the * was codfaiuged with | 
mutual Satisfaction. 1 
+ Though the Gardens belonging to F 
thoſe Gentlemen join'd, their Houſes 3 
were at ſome Diſtance from each other; 
Mr. Harcourt, therefore, propos'd to 
his Friend, the having a Door made 
in his Garden- Wall, which would ren- 
der the Communication from Houſeto 
Houſe the more agreeable. This being 
done, Amelia, Henrietta, and her Bro- 
ther, frequently amus'd themſelves in 
Fiſhing, Walking, or admiring the 
various Beauties of the Creation. 
The elder Mr. Bartlett had enter 
tain'd a Friendſhip for Mr. Tomas 
Harrington, a Gentleman who liv'd at 
u ſmall Diſtance. For, as Mr. Addi/on 
Jury obſerves, 
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Great Souls * Inſtinct to each other turn, 
Demand Alliance, and in — burn. 


As 


or 


( 27 ) 
As Mr. Harrington and Family fre- 
2X quently viſited at Mr. Bartleti's, there 
I | ſoon became an Intimacy between 
Mr. Harcourt and them; and, in a 
X ſhort Time, they paid and receiv'd 
friendly Viſits from each other. 
Mr. Harrington poſleſs'd an Eſtate 
of about Eight Hundred Pounds a 
Year, and had great Expectations from 
a rich Uncle, who was a Widower, 
and had no Child. He was a Gentle. 
man of good Addreſs, and of an open, 
X generous, and obliging Diſpoſition. 
lis Lady was truly amiable, both 
in Perſon and Mind; for good Senſe 
and good Nature were conſpicuous in 
all her Words and Actions. Theſe 
J render'd her Converſation extremely 
entertaining, and procur'd her uni- 
verſal Eſteem, | 
Mx. Frederick Harrington, their onl: y 
Child, was an * Gentle- 
4 tleman. 
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tleman. He was plain in his Apparel, 
obliging in his Temper, and elegant 


in his Addreſs. His Countenance was 


the Index of his Heart; for his 
Thoughts might be conceiv'd, before 


his Tongue gave Birth to his Senti- 


ments. He had receiv'd a liberal Edu- 


cation, but made no Parade in the 


Diſplay of it, Never were Parents 
fonder of a Son—never was a Son 
more dutiful to his Parents. 


10 H A P. III. 


Amuſements of the young Gentlemen and 


Ladies: And a Declaration of Love. 


- A S Amelia and Henrietta were re— 


markably fond of Flowers, Mr. 


mer-Houſe to be erected on the Top 
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Tlarcourt haſt caus'd an elegant um- 
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of a Mount, in the Centre of his 


of Steps z on each Side of which were 
Pots, which contain'd the moſt beau- 
tiful Flowers in Seaſon. 

The Folding-Doors of this Sum- 


terre, conſiſting of Flowers, Shrubs 
and Ever-Greens, which render'd the 
Proſpect extremely pleaſing. Fronting 
the Entrance was an excellent Paints 
ing, repreſenting Flora, attended by 


Genii's; ſome preſenting the Goddeſs 


with Baſkets of Flowers, ſome with 
arlands, and ſome with Noſegays : 
Therefore Henrietta deſired it might 
1 be called, The Temple of Fron. 
The young Ladies took great Plea- 


frequently water'd the Flowers with 
their own Hands, and us'd all the 
Pp Mecang 


Garden. It was aſcended by a Flight 


7 mer-Houſe open'd towards the South: 
and before them was a delightful Par- 


ſſure in this charming Spot. They 


-- 


630 I 
Means that were neceſſary for their 
Preſervation and Beauty. Charles and 
Frederick often accompany'd the young 
Ladies in theſe Amuſements, and 
made ſeveral moral Reflections, as 
different Objects preſented themſelves, Þ 
on the Goodneſs of Providence, in 
making ſuch ample Proviſion for the 
Uſe, Comfort, and Pleaſure of the 7 
Human Race. AY 

Theſe young nen often roſe 
with the earlieſt Dawn, to contemplate r 
the Beauties of the Morning z to be- 
hold the Face of Nature in all her 
Freſhneſs and Gaiety z to tread the 
dewy Lawns ; and to taſte the Air in 1 
all its Purity. By theſe early Excur- 
ſions their Nerves were brac'd, their 
Bodies invigorated, and roſy Health 
ſate ſmiling on their Countenances. 

One Morning, as the younger Mr. 
Barileit was returning Home, he ſaw ? 

Amelia 


— —— —Ä——— ect 1 
— 


¶ Anais alone in her Garden. He 
4 IF iook'd upon this as à favourable Op- 
1 earn to make a Declaration of 
his Love. He unlock'd the Garden- 
Mw Door, and approach'd her with great 
—_—_ 
le found her attentive in viewing 
2 Flowers, and proping up ſuch as 
wanted Support. 
« You are happily employ'd, Miſs 
Harcourt,” ſaid the young Gentle- 
an; „ for your Amuſement has 
the Approbation of Perſons of the 
L greateſt Genius. I look upon the 
1 „% Pleaſure which we take in a Gar- 
q den (ſays the judicious Author of 
the Spe#ator) as one of the moſt 
innocent Delights in human Life. 


= 
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. A Garden was the Habitation of 
our firſt Parents before the Fall. 
lt is naturally apt to fill the Mind, 
18 wich Calmneſs nd Tranquility, and 
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« to lay all it's turbulent Paſſions at 
« Reſt. It gives us a great Inſight 
« into the Contrivance and Wiſdom | 
« of Providence, and ſuggeſts innu- 1 
« merable Subjects for Meditation.? 
« I am extremely pleas'd, Sir,“ 
ſaid Amelia, that you approve of 
« the Manner of my paſſing a few 
« Jeiſure Hours.“ 1 
« Miſs Harcourt,” reply'd the young 
Gentleman, „ is very happy in the 
% Choice of her Amuſements ;. and, 
« I hope, will be ſo in the Object of 
« her Love. Oh! Amelia ! could 1, 
e by the moſt endearing Services, en- 
« gage your Affection, I ſhould ar- 3Z 
„ rive at the Height of human Feli- 
« city,” 0 
* Sir,” anſwer'd Amelia, * your F 
Merit, and the. Friendſhip which 1 
« ſubſiſts between our Families, very 5 
« juſtly entitle you to my Eſteem ; 4 
« bu 


* 
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but our Parents have an undoubted 


« Right to be conſulted, before we 
« enter into a Connection of fo ſerious 
« a Nature.“ | 

At this Inſtant they ſaw Mr. Jlar- 
court approach. As he drew near, he 
ſaid, ſmiling, « What, moralizing, 
e my dear Amelia; moralizing, my 
« worthy young Friend, on the ſhort- 


„ liv'd Beauties of the flowery Race? 


« Or have you taken a larger Scope 
« for Meditation? For there is no 
« Part of the Creation, but affords a 
Leſſon to the judicious and inquiſi- 
« tive Mind, both for its Inſtruction 
« and Entertainment.” 

A Servant coming to acquaint his 


ZE Maſter that Breakfaſt was ready, pre- 
WF vented any farther Diſcourſe at that 
3 Amelia, and Charles (at Mr. Jlar- 
court's Deſire) accompany'd him to 

C Breakfaſt. 


Py 
Breakfaſt. Mrs. Harcourt paid the 
young Gentleman a Compliment on 


the Flow of Health that was viſible 


on his Countenance, and expreſs'd 
her kind Wiſhes for the Welfare of 
Mr. Bartlett and Family. 

During Breakfaſt, Amelia ſpoke but 
little; which her Mamma obſerving, 
faid, with a Smile of Benignity, 
„ What, my Dear, has been your 
Morning Employment in the Gar- 
W 
Madam,“ reply'd Amelia, *.I 
© have been admiring the elegant 


Structure, the exquiſite Beauty, 


« and the amazing Variety of the 
« flowery Nations; and adminiſtering 
Support to ſuch, as ſeem'd to court 
the Aſſiſtance of ſome friendly 
« Hand. This Amuſement has Pro- 
e duc'd a Train of the moſt pleaſing 


by Ideas; and I was contemplating on 
the 


. — — — 5 2% 1 
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8 
te the Goodneſs of that great and be- 
« neficent Being, who has conde- 
« ſcended to create ſuch a beautiſul 
« Variety -of odoriferous Flowers, for 
“ the Pleaſure of his (too often un- 
« thankful) Creatures. 

«« Theſe Reflections, my dear Ame- 
« lia,” ſaid her Mamma, are juſt. 
« The Love, Wiſdom, and Power 
« .of the Creator, are viſible in all his 


„4 Works; and 'tis the happieſt 


« tis the nobleſt Employment for the 


human Mind, to explore and ad- 


eee them.” 

The Converſation was becoming 
gend but was prevented by the 
Entrance of Mr. Bartlett. I am 
« come,” ſaid that Gentleman, to 

<« enquire after the Welfare of this 
* good Family.“ 

„My dear Friend,” reply'd Mr. 


1 we are allwell and happy; 


„ and 


. 
| | 

| 

| 


K 


and the Health and Happineſs of 
„ you and yours, is the Wiſh next 


% our Hearts.” 

Mr. Bartlett propos d the mage a 
Ride after Dinner, and his Friend pro- 
mis'd to bear him Company. Let | 
« us take Charles with us,” ſaid Mr. 


Harcourt, and engage your Lady 


and Daughter here to Tea.” This 


was agreed to, and Mr. Bartlett and 


Charles reſpectfully took their Leave. 


CHAT IV. 
An affecting Incident. A ftriking Inſtance 
of the Goodneſs of ſome Hearts. 


F TER Dinner the Gentlemen 
mounted their Horſes, and rode 
for an Airing. Soon after their De- 


parture, Amelia acquainted her Mam- 


ma with Charles's Declaration of Love; 
and 


VF ww 


0 
and deſir d her Advice, with regard 
to her Behaviour, in an Affair of ſuch 
Importance, as the Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery of the Remainder of her Life de- 
pended on her Choice. 


My dear Amelia,” reply'd her 


Mamma, before I proceed to ad- 


« yiſe you, let me examine the State 


of your Heart. Have you yet ſeen 
« a Man you could prefer to Mr. 
« Bartlett ? Do you think your Union 


«with him could make you happy? 


Could you hear, without Emotion, 


he was going to be united to "w_ | 


« other Lady ? 

Amelia's Cheeks, at the laſt Que. 
tion, were cover'd with a beautiful 
Crimſon. She was confus'd——She 
endeavour'd to anſwer her Mamma, 
but was at a Loſs for a Reply. 
el will ſpare your Confeſſion, my 


Dear,“ ſaid her Mamma, I fee 


C 3 «he 


„ 
«® he has gain'd your Eſteem, and 1 
« really think him worthy of it. I 
« will ſpeak to your Papa, and make 
te no Doubt of his Approbation. 
With regard to your Behaviour 
«< towards Mr. Bartlei. I think, at 
o preſent, you ſtand in Need: of no 
Advice; as, I am ſure, your own 
Prudence will be 2 ſufficient yy 
Scar. 
Mrs. Hercourt and Amelia then * 
4 Walk into the Garden. By the 
Time they had taken a few Turns, 
they were jodin'd by Mrs. Bartlett and 
Henrietta. They drank Tea in' the 
Temple of FLoka, and amus'd' them- 
| felves with a Variety of Objects till 
the Gentlemen return d. 
: They ſtaid to Supper, at Mr. Har- 
court's Requeſt ; after which, he en- 


treated Charles to favour the Ladies 
| with 
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wich an Account of an Incident they 
had met with that Afternoon. 

« When we ſet out, after Dinner, 
« Ladies,“ ſard Charles, ©* we left the 
« High-Road, and took to Bye- 
%% Ways and Lanes, in order to avoid 
the Duſt, and to have an Opportu- 
« nity for Converſation. When we 
« had rode about two Hours, we came 
to a Common, on which were ſcat- 
« ter'd 4 few little Cottages. Juſt as 
* we came up to one of theſe, a Boy, 
« of about Ten Years of Age, ran 
out at the Door, and cry'd out, 
Ob, my Father! My Father! 

« The diſtracted Manner in which 
_ «© the Boy made this Exclamation 
« preatly alarm'd us. We went imme- 
* diately into the Houſe, where we 
e beheld a Scene of the moſt affecting 
« Diſtreſs. The Huſband juſt ex- 

hah ! the Wife in Fits! and the 
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« Children in Tears! Our Hearts felt 
er for this afflicted Family. We us'd 
ec our utmoſt Endeavours to recover 
« the Woman; which, at length, were 
attended with Succeſs, il 
In broken Accents, which were fre- 
« quently interrupted by her Tears, 
te we were informed, that her Huſband 
* died of a Fever that his Labour 
& was the chief Support of the Fami- 
« ly——that ſhe had ſix Children 
4 and that ſhe was now entirely 
« deſtitute of Means to provels for 
« them. 
© Weendeavour'd to give her Goma 
© fort We promis'd her our Aſ- 
&« ſfiſtance—— We gave her ſomething 


e toſup pply her preſent Neceſlity, and 
e afſur'd her ſhe would receive far- 


« ther Tokens of our F riendſhip. 
The poor Woman was aſtoniſh'd 


* at what ſhe call'd our Generoſity. 
« She 
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CWG 
te She beſtow'd on vs a thouſand 
« Thanks ——a thouſand Bleſſings. 
« At our Departure, ſhe came to the 


Door, fell on her Knees, and re- 


*« main'd in that Poſture while ſhe 
* continu'd in our Sight.” 

The Ladies were greatly affected at 
the Diſtreſs of this F amily; and paid 
their Compliments to Charles, on the 
feeling Manner in which he related it. 
They promis'd to contribute their Mite 
towards its Relief ; provided, on En- 
quiry, it ſhould be found to deſerve it. 
_ Charles inform'd the Ladies, that he 
intended in the Morning to take a 
Ride that Way; and to get ſuch In- 


formation as might enable them to 
judge, how far theſe unhappy Crea- 


tures were entitled to their Regard. 
After a little Converſation, Mr. Bart- 
lit arid Family return'd Home; and, 
WY FEM in 
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(42 ) 
in the Morning, Cbarles rode to the 
Poor Widow's Cottage. 

After Breakfaſt, Amelia paid a vi 
fit to Henrietta, and Mrs. Har court ac- 
quainted her Huſband with Charles's 
Sentiments towards their Davghter. 


He heard this Information with Plea- 
fure; and faid, he had wifh'd, for 


tome Time, that ſuch an Union might 
take Place, provided it was nat difa- 
greeable to Amelia, for he look'd upon 
Charles to be a very nen young 
Gentleman. 
e find, upon Eau ſaid 
Mrs. Harcourt, that Amelia has a 
« yery great Eſteem for Charles; but 
„ ſhe has very prudently declin'd ei- 
e ther receiving, or refuſing his Ad- 
dreſſes, till ſhe is authoriz'd by 
« our Commands.” | 
Mr. Harcourt highly commended 
Amelia's Conduct; and gave his Lady 
* Permiſſion 
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Permiſſion to aſſure her, that ſhe had 
full Authority from them to act, in 
this Affair, as ſhould be moſt agree- 
able to herſelf. 

After Dinner Mr. Harcourt and bis 
Lady went to Mr. Barilett's, where 


they ſaw young Mr. Harrington. As 


Charles was return'd from the poor 
Widow's,, Mr. Harcourt made a kind 
Enquiry concerning her Health, and 


| whether ſhe was an Object worthy 


their farther Conſideration. - 

<« I rode this Morning, Sir,” ſaid 
Cbarlis, to ſee her. As I approach'd 
« her Cottage, one of her Sons ran 
<« in, and told his Mother one of the 


« Gentlemen, who had given her 


« Money Yeſterday, was coming. 
« She came to the Door She wept. 
« ] bid her be comforted, for I was 


 < come with a friendly Intention. 


I alighted; 


” . 

„ alighted; the Boy held my 
* Horſe, and I went with her into 
<« the Houſe. When ſhe grew more 
* compos'd, ſhe inform'd me, that 
% our Bounty had enabled her to give 
e the neceſſary Directions for her 
« Huſband's Funeral; and that ſhe 
<« ſhould have ſufficient to defray the 
« Expence of that, and to purchaſe 
« ſome Neceſſaries for herſelf and 

« Children. - 
then aſle'd her concerning her 
<« Tate Huſband's Employment; and 
% whether, with a little Aſſiſtance, | 
« ſhe thought ſhe could * for 

a Family 4 s 

„She reply'd, that her Huſband, 
< when alive, had conſtant Buſineſs 
at Farmer Morriſon's, who hv'd at 
< the great Farm-Houſe at the En- 
trance of the Common: That he 
« earn'd Seven Shillings a Week; 
« which, 


„ 

ee which, with the little Help ſhe was 
« capable of giving, and her eldeſt 
« Son's driving Plough for the Far- 
« mer, ſupported her Family, and 
« they liv*d as well as People in their 
« Station could expect. 

Farmer Morriſon, continu'd he; 
« is a good Man, and has always 
been very kind to us. He has often 
given us Milk, and ſometimes a 
Loaf and ſome Meat; and he pro- 
« mis'd me Yeſterday, that he would 
e think of ſome Way to do me and 
* my Children Good: So that, if it 
« pleaſe the Almighty to bleis me 


« with Health, I hope, with Indu- 


« try, we ſhall be plac'd above Want. 
I recommended to her, to have a 

« conſtant Dependence on the Good- 
« neſs of God, whoſe Mercies were 
c extended to all his Works; to learn 
« her Children their Duty ta their 
Maker; 
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Maker; to take them every Sab- 
s bath Day to Church; to keep 
c them at School; and, after School 
« Hours, to find them ſome little 
« Employment. 
At my Departure, I made her a 
e ſmall Preſent ; and told her, if the 
e intended to comply with the Ad- 
« vice I had given her, which was 
« deſign'd to promote her preſent and 
<« future Happineſs, ſhe would cer- 
« rainly receive farther Aſſiſtance from 
& me and my Friends. 
<« She beſtow'd many Thanks and 
ce Benedictions on us all. She was 
« ſenſible, ſhe ſaid, of the Benefits 
of a religious Life, and hop'd her 
« Conduct would give Satisfaction to 
« all her worthy Benefactors. 
« T call'd at Farmer Morri/on's, 
* and was ſo fortunate as to find him 
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Sat Home, I aſk'd him concerning 
| ; 6c the 


6 
« the Character and Economy of the 
« Widow and her late Huſband. He 
« Aſſur d me, that the Deceas'd had 
« been a ſober, honeſt, induſtrious 
« Man; that the Widow was a de- 
« cent, pains-taking Woman; that 
« he had a great Regard for her, as 
« indeed {he deſerv'd it, and intend- 
« ed, if he could procure the Aſſiſtance 
« of a few Friends, to put her in 
e ſome Way of Buſineſs, that might 
enable her to ſupport herſelf and 
« Family. He added, that in her 
« unmarried State ſhe was Dairy- 
« Maid to a very worthy Farmer, 
« and behav'd ſo well in his Service, 
« that he made her a conſiderable 
e Preſent on the Day of her Marri- 
age, and continu'd a Friend to her 
“as long as he liv'd. 
I thank'd the Farmer for the Ac- 


| © count he had given me, and took 


cc 
\ my 
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c my Leave; from which, and the 


« poor Widow's Behaviour, I think 


« this diſtreſs'd Family are real Ob- 
* jects of Compaſſion, and very de- 
« ſerving of our farther Relief.“ 
The whole Company were of the 
ſame Opinion, and complimented the 
young Gentleman on the Goodneſs of 
his Heart. 

„Here are preſent Pecfoins of the 
« oreateſt Senſibility,“ ſaid Mr. Bart- 
lett; * and ſuch, I am convinc'd, 
« az take a Pleaſure in doing Good. 
« We have only to think of ſome 
« proper Employment, that may en- 
« able her to get a comfortable Liv- 
% ing, and we can eaſily ſupply her 
« with the Means to do it.” . 


« You told us, Charles,” ſaid Mr. 
Harcourt, © that the poor Widow 
« had fix Children, pray how many 
« of them are Boys?” Four, Sir,” 

reply'd 


. 
reply d Charles; ** the eldeſt of which 
« is about Twelve Years of Age. 
« One of the Girls is about Eight, 
« the other Four. They are all 


<< wholeſome looking Children; and 


ec may, as the Mother ſeems a pru- 
« dent Woman, become uſeful Mem- 
« bers of Society.” | 

« Permit me,” ſaid Mr. Harring- 
ton, to embrace this noble Oppor- 
« tunity of doing Good. Here are four 
« Gentlemen——ſuppoſe we ſhould 
+ take upon us to cloath and provide 
« for the four Boys.” | 

And here are two young Ladies,” 
ſaid Mrs. Bartlett, © that will, I am 
certain, take an equal Pleaſure in 
e making the fame Proviſion for the 


Girls.“ 


The Gentlemen and young Ladies 
bow'd their Aſſent. 
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„ This Point is then ſettled,” ſaid 
Mrs. Harcourt. * The next Thing 
«© we have to do, is to raiſe a Sum 

« ſufficient to put her into ſome Way 

« of Buſineſs. Here are four Ladies, 

“ and as many Gentlemen in Com- 

% pany; let each of us give her Five 

% Guineas, and put the Forty-two 
Pounds into the Hands of Farmer 

„ Morriſon. As the poor Widow has 
been us'd to. a Dairy, ſuppoſe the 

4 Farmer ſhould buy her two or three 

« Cows, and the proper Utenſils for 

ce making Butter. This may be taken 

&« to Market, where there is a conſtant 

% Demand for it, and the ſkim'd 

+ Milk will be uſeful in the Family.“ 
Mrs. Harcourt's Plan was receiv'd Ml « 
with Approbation. Each Lady and Ml « 
Gentleman gave Five Guineas; and 
the younger Mr. Bartlett took it upon y 


himſelf to deliver it to the Farmer, a 
_ > for 


| 
i 
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for the Uſe of the Widow, with ſame 
Directions for applying it to her Ad- 
vantage. | 

The Company were now extremely 
happy. They rejoic'd, that they had 
it in their Power to wipe away the 
falling Tear to remove the pinch- 
ing Hand of Poverty——to admini- 
ſter Comfort to the Afflicted and 
to blefs the Hungry and Naked with 
the Neceſſaries of Life. 

Mr. Harcourt and Family, and Mr. 
Harrington, ſtay'd Supper; and, after 
an agreeable Converſation, took their 
Leave. 

Oh! ye that have vaſt Poſſeſſions 
« who never knew Diſtreſs, but by 
the ſeeing of the Eye, the hearing 
* of the Ear, or the feeling of a 
“ compaſſionate Heart,“ remember 
your weeping Fellow-Creatures, Who 
| are pining in Want, or languifhing 
D 2 I on 
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on a Bed of Sickneſs! Follow the 
Example of thoſe ſhining Ornaments 
of the human Race. Relieve the 
_ afflicted Widow | —affiſt the help- 
leſs Orphan! bind up the Broken- 
hearted | Then ſhall ye enjoy 


more real Felicity, than the gayeſt | 


Scenes, or the moſt ſplendid Enter- 
tainments can poſlibly afford. They 
are vain Shadows, that are born and 
die; but Acts of Beneficence are du- 
rable, and fade not away, 
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Happy Proſpect of two Lovers. A ftri- 

king Inſtance of Friendſhip. A Rob- 
bery, A Proof of maternal Aﬀec- 

tion. A Birth-Day, and a Feaſt. 


H E next Day Charles took a 
Ride to Farmer Morriſon's, and 


the younger Mr, Harrington bore him 
Company, 


1 
Company. Charles gave the Farmer 
the Money, and ſuch Directions for 
the Diſpoſal of it as he thought neceſ- 


ſary. The Farmer highly approv'd 


the Plan, and beſtow'd many Blef- 
ſings on the generous Donors. He 
then inform'd the Gentlemen, that he 
had collected near Ten Pounds for 
the Widow, and would diſpoſe of the 
Whole with Prudence and Fidelity. 
The Gentlemen took Leave of the 
Farmer, and mounted their Horſes. 
As they rode towards Home, the 


Beauty and amiable Diſpoſitions of 
Amelia and Henrietta were the Sub- 


jects of their Converſation. 

« My dear Charles,” ſaid Frederick, 
tc have for ſome Time ſeen, with 
« Pleaſure, your Paſſion for Amelia. 
« She is indeed a young Lady of 
« oreat Beauty and Merit, and ex- 
a — ny happy muſt that Man be 

D 3 6 who 
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c who poſſeſſes her Heart. It gives 
* me inexpreſſible Satisfaction that I 
“made this Diſcovery in Time, or [ 


% might have render'd my Friend's 


« Life miſerable, by indulging an 
Affection for the Object of his 
$6 Love. 
The beautiful Heawintes, your 
* amiable Siſter, is now ſole Miſtreſs 
of my Heart, and it ſhall be the 
ce Study of my Life to obtain her 
« Eſteem. Uſe your Intereſt in my 
« Behalf; and let us change the en- 
«© dearing Name of Friend, for the 


« {till more endearing Appellation of 


Brother.“ 

I moſt ardently wiſh, my dear 
« Frederick,“ reply'd Charles, to 
« call you by that affectionate Name. 
Lou have my warmeſt Wiſhes, and 
% may command my beſt Services, at 

$6 * all Times, and * all Occaſions. 
Gl I will 
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te J will uſe my Intereſt at Home to 
« your Advantage. You are highly 
« eſteem'd by all the Family; and I 
«© make no Doubt but my Siſter, who 
« is not inſenſible of your Merit, will 
ain Time make you happy with her 
«La. 

They now drew near "YORI and 
's I Charles deſir'd his Friend to drink 
ne Tea at Mr. Bartlet's. He ſaid he 
er would juſt call in at his Father's, and 
1y WW be there preſently. nd 
n- Mr. Harcourt and F: amily were at 
he Mr. Bartleit's, when Charles return'd. 
of He gave them an Account of what 

had paſs'd at the Farmer's, ſoon after 
ar which Frederick paid them a Viſit. 
to They drank Tea in the Temple of 
ce. WH FLora, and had a little Concert of 
nd Muſick in the Evening. 
at The next Day, after Dinner, Charles 
15. and Frederick took a Ride. Amelia 
ms D 4 went 


3 
went to viſit an elderly Widow Lady, 
who was indiſpos'd, that liv'd at a 
ſmall Diſtance. In the Evening Charles 
went to Mr. Harcourt's; and, not 
ſeeing Amelia, made a kind Enquiry 
concerning her Health, and whether 
ſne was from Home. 


Mrs. Harcourt inform'd . that 


Amelia was gone to ſee Mrs. Watſon, 
who was not well; but that ſhe had 
already ſtay'd longer than was expect- 
ed, and ſhe was rather uneaſy on her 
Account. If I have your Permiſ- 


« ſion, Madam,” ſaid Charles, © I | 


_ « will do myſelf the Pleaſure to go to 
« Mrs. Watſon's, and conduct Mis 
C Harcourt Home in Safety.” © You 
e are very obliging, Sir, reply'd 
Mrs. Harcourt, ** and, if it is not too 
& much Trouble, I ſhould eſteem it 
4 a Favour.” 
Before 
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Before Charles had walk'd over two 
Fields, he heard a moſt violent Shriek, 
which ſeem'd to proceed from ſome 
Female in Diſtreſs. The Hedge pre- 
vented his ſeeing from whom it came, 
but he ran to give the diſtreſs'd * 
ſon his Aſſiſtance. 
it When he came to the Stile, he was 
„, ſtruck with Horror. He beheld two 
d Men, who appear'd tobe Hay-Makers, 
- WH robbing his dear Amelia. He flew to her 
r WW Relief, and ſoon knock'd down one of 
- WE the Villains; and the other, ſeeing 
I BW what had befel his Companion, ran 
o away. 
ſs Terrified at as Villains——dif- | 
u Wl treſs'd for the Safety of her Lover 
d ——her Legs-trembled, and were 
o unable to ſupport her. Regardleſs of 
it the Robber, who ſtill lay on the - 
Ground, he led her Home with the 
e moſt endearing Tenderneſs. 


Her 
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Her Mamma was greatly alarm'd 
at Amelia's Appearance, and the Anxi- 
ety that was viſible on Charles's Coun- 
tenance. You are frighten'd, my 
600 Dear, ſaid Mrs. — ts. 1 
« hope no ill Accident has happen'd.” 
« ] have been robb'd——my dear 
« Mamma,” ſaid Amelia, in a faulter- 
ing Accent, and immediately fainted. 
Proper Means being us'd, ſhe ſoon 
recover'd; and, after fitting ſome 
Time, her Mamma deſir'd Amelia to 
relate the Particulars of this aming 
Event. 

« When I went to Mrs. Watſon's,” 
ſaid Amelia, I found her very ill. 
At her Requeſt, I ſtay'd *till after 
« Sun-ſet. Her Footman was gone 
& to the Doctor's for ſome Medicines, 
« and her Maids were employ'd on 
« different Occaſions. She would fain 


<< have ſpared one of them, to have 
feen 
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” ſeen me Home; but as I had only 


« few Fields to come over, and was 


ce not apprehenſive of the leaſt * 


6 1 declin'd her kind Offer. 


de At my Departure, I wiſh'd her a 


cc Ney Recovery of her Health; 
and ſhe thank'd me, in a very affec- 
* tionate Manner. When I had got 


e within three Fields of our Houle, 14 
« was attack d by two Iriſpmen. They 
« demanded my Money, and I gave 
« them my Purſe; they then, with 
&« horrid Imprecations, demanded my 


« Watch. I told them, I had no 


« Watch about me. They afterwards 


<« began rudely to rifle my Pockets. 
I was in dreadful Apprehenſions, 


and gave a loud Shriek. Immedi- | 
© ately Mr. Bartlett,” bowing her 


Head to the young Gentleman, ** flew 


% towards me. He preſently knock'd. 


down one of the Villains, and the 


„ 
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« other ran away. We left the Rob. 
ber lying on the Ground; and Mr. 
Bartlett has, with great Tender- 
« neſs, brought me again, in Safety, 
into the Preſence of my dear Mam- 
cn.” - 
Mrs. Harcourt beſtow'd the higheſt 
Encomiums on Charles, for his Pre- 
ſervation of her Daughter. She gave 
him a thouſand Thanks, and call'd 
him HER DRELIVERER. She ſaid, when 
Mr. Harcourt came Home, he ſhould 
be acquainted with this meritorious 
Action; which would always be re- | 
member'd, by the whole Family, with 
the higheſt Senſe of Gratitude. 
Charles aſſur d Mrs. Harcourt, that 
he thought himſelf extremely happy, 
he had it in his Power to do them any 
Service, and that it ſhould be his 
principal Study to procure their Eſ- 
teem. Then taking Amelia's Purſe 
e : | out 
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out of his Pocket, and preſenting it 
to her“ This, Miſs Harcourt,” 
ſaid he, „belongs to you. The Vil- 
„lain I knock'd down, held it in his 
„Hand; and, being ſtun'd with the 
“Violence of the Blow, dropp'd it on 
ce the Ground. I took it up, and have 
« now the Pleaſure of reſtoring it to 
* the right Owner.” 

Charles then propos'd to go and ſee 
after the Robber, but both the Ladies 
oppos'd it. I will not venture a 
IS Life ſo precious,” ſaid Mrs. Har- 
e- court, © on fo flight an Occaſion. I 
ch will ſend two or three of my Ser- 

% yants, in Search of the Villain.” 
at She rang her Bell, and one of her 
„Jervants came to know her Com- 
J WH mands. She order'd him to take two 
is or his Fellow-Servants with him, and 
so go in Search of a Villain, who had 
© robb'd his young Miſtreſs. She de- 
It ſcribꝰd 


(620 
ſcrib'd the Place where they would 
probably find him; adding, that Mir, | 
Bartlett had Kndek d him down, and 
left him on the Ground. 
his Servant was an Iriſhman, and 1] 
a very honeſt Creature, but apt to r 
make little Blunders. He aſſur'd his C 
Lady they would ſearch diligently for 
him, and would make him come, h 
dead or alive. ti 
Patrick and his Fellow-Servants a 
went immediately. They fought for “ 
the Robber a conſiderable Time, with- h 
out being able to ſee or hear any Thing 
of him. At length they return'd; A 
and the Iriſh Servant inform'd Mrs. Ml © 
Harcourt, that they had been at every ll © 
Place where the Rogue was, but could h 
not find him; and that if he was left 
dead, he had certainly got * and Hl 
ran 8 ca 


* 

This Account made the Ladies and 
Gentleman ſmile. Charles took an af- 
tionate Leave of Mrs. Harcourt and 
Amelia, and return'd Home with that 
Tranquility of Mind which is gene- 
rally the Reſult of a ſelf.approving 
Conduct. 
When Mr. Harcourt came Home, 
his Lady acquainted him with the Par- 
ticulars of the Robbery, and highly 
extol'd the Merit of young Mr. Bart- 
or ett. Mr. Harcourt was as laviſh in 
h- hhis Praiſe, and ſaid he would go the 
next Day and return him Thanks: 
Adding, that as he had, in all Pro- 
s ¶ bability, ſav'd the Life of their Daugh- 
yer, he knew no better Way to reward 
dd him, than by giving him her Hand. 
ft The next Morning, before Mr. 
d Harcourt had breakfaſted, Charles 
came to enquire after the Welfare of 

is his Family, and whether Amelia had 
Ss | recover'd 
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recover'd of her Fright., He found 
them all in good Health; and Mr, 
Harcourt very politely return'd him 
Thanks, for the imminent Service he 
had done his Daughter. 

] think myſelf extremely happy, 
« Sir,” ſaid Charles, © that I had it 
« in my Power to do Mifs Harcourt 
any Good, and it ſhall be my con- 
« ſtant Endeavour to obtain your 
„Approbation.“ Indeed, Charles,” 
reply'd Mr, Harcourt, ] am ſo ſen- 
<« ſible of your Merit, and am fo 
greatly oblig'd to you, that 1 
* know of but one Way to return | 
« the Obligation; and that i 
* by giving you my Daughter. I 
vill conſult my worthy Friends, 
„ Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett; and, if it 
ce is agreeable to them, you have 
freely my Conſent,” . 
At 
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4 148 4 
At theſe Words Charles was in a 
pleaſing Confuſion. He attempted 


l to ſpeak; but, for ſome Time, want- 
ed the Power of Utterance. At 
length, recovering himſelf, he ſaid, 

„am at a Loſs for Words, Sir, to 

it | 1 

„3 thank you, as I ought——butr let 

“my Silence my Joy be Teſ- 


« timonies of my Gratitude, I will 
« receive Miſs Harcourt,” bowing to 
Amelia, as the greateſt of terreſtrial 
« Bleſſings ; and, by the moſt endear- 
ing Behaviour by unremitted 
« Tenderneſs——endeavour to de- 
« ſerve her Love.” 
Amelia ſeem'd greatly confus d. | 
She bluſh'd——She fix'd her Eyes 
on her Mamma——Her Counten- 
ance was expreſſive of the higheſt. 
Senſibility. 
After a ſhort Silence, they enter'd 
into an agreeable Converſation, and 
; — | the 


( 66 ) 
the. young Lady and Gentleman be- 
held each other wich the molt delicate 
and pleaſing Senſations. 
Charles parted from Mr. Harcourt 
and Family with the moſt affectionate 
Reſpect. In the Afternoon he took 
an Airing with young Mr. Harring- 
ton, and acquainted him with the 
Succeſs of his Love. You are 
* happy, my dear Charles,” ſaid Fre- 
derich, and I rejoice at it. May 
e nothing happen to obſcure the 
charming Proſpect you have in 
4e View. Happy ! thrice happy Ame. 
« i who is bleſs'd with Parents, 
capable of diſtinguiſhing the only 
„Man on Earth who can ſo juſthy 
r 
Charles very politely return'd him 

112 for this Token of his Friend- 
ſhip: And added, « My dear Frede. 
Erick, 1 have ſpoke to my Siſter in 
| Jour 


657 | 
« your Favour ; and, 1 am certain, 
« your Addreffes will not be dif- 
« agreeable to her. May you be as 
« happy with Henrietta, as I ſhall be 
ce with Amelia, If ever I ſhould call 
te her by the endearing Name of 
« Wife, and it will be Preſumption 
« for Mortals to wiſh for a more ex- 
te alted Felicity.” 

Amelia and Henrietta were the Sub- 
jects of their Converſation, till they 
en Home; and they parted, 
with mutual good Wiſhes for the 
"| Happineſs of each other. 

: Mr. Harcourt, according to his 
1 Promiſe, had ſpoke to Mr. and Mrs. 
2 Bartlett, concerning Charles and Ame- 
lia, They readily conſented to their 


, Union, and the happy Lovers fre- 
I quently enjoy'd the Company of each 


"9 other without Reſtraint. 


CO) 
On Amelia's Birth-Day, in the 
Morning, as ſoon as ſhe was inform'd 
| her Papa and Mamma were dreſs d, 
; ſhe went to their Chamber to crave 
their Bleſſings. She immediately fell 
on her Knees, and they beſtow'd their 
Benedictions on her. They rais'd, 
and embrac'd her with parental Ten- 
derneſs ; wiſh'd the might live to ſee 
a Return of many of thoſe Days, and 
enjoy a Series of uninterrupted -Hap- 
pineſs. She expreſs'd her dutiful 
Acknowledgements for thoſe affec- 
tionate Te of their Love . 
and hop'd, by an obſequious Obedi- | 
ence to their Commands, ſhe ſhould 
be bleſs'd with a Continuance of it. 
As ſoon as Mr. Harcourt had left 
the Chamber, his Lady went to her 
Cabinet. She took from thence a 
Purſe, which contain'd One Hundred 
Guineas; then, turning to her Daugh- 
ter, 


r 
ter, ſhe ſaid, * My dear Amelia, 
« you are now twenty-one Years of 
I « Age, and will conſequently have 
< | © greater Opportunities of going into 
Company, and ſeeing the World, 
ir ( than you have hitherto had. Wor- 
1, thy Objects, in real Diſtreſs, may 
- preſent themſelves to you, which 
ce (your compaſſionate Heart may wiſh 
d c to relieve. Take this Purſe, and 
p- © diſpoſe of its Contents in what 
al WY © Manner you pleaſe. I ſhall annually 
c- MW < make you a Preſent of equal Value, 
; (during the Remainder of my Life.” 
i-. < Deareſt, and beſt of Parents!“ 
Id reply'd Amelia, how can I love and 
WH revere you as I ought! how ex- 
* preſs Thanks adequate to ſo much 
* Goodneſs | Words are unable to 
« deſcribe the grateful the tender 
„Feelings of my Heart! I will en- 
« deavour to anticipate your Wiſhes, - 
E 3 < by 


620 
e by taking my Directions from your 
« Eye; and it would give me un- 
<« ſpeakable Pleafure——a heart-felt 
* Toy——to contribute to the Hap- 
< pineſs of my ever-honour d Pa- 
<« rents.” 
Mrs. Harcourt look'd at Ametia with 
a benign Countenance, and was going 
to ſpeak, when a Servant enter'd to 
inform her Miſtreſs and Amelia, that 
Breakfaſt was ready. They imme- 
diately went into the Parlour, where 
Mr. Harcourt was waiting for them, 
While they were at Breakfaſt the 
younger Mr. Bartlett came to wiſh | 
them Joy, which he did with great 
\Delicacy and Politeneſs. He made 


but a ſhort Stay, and the Ladies re- 


tir'd to dreſs. | 
An elegant Dinner was ; provided on 
this Occaſion. Mr. Bartlett and Fa- 


mily, and Mr. TI and Family 
were 


( 

were invited. About an Hour be- 
fore Dinner the Ladies came down 
to receive them. Mrs. Harcourt was 
dreſs'd in a Laylock Silk, with Gold 
Flowers; Amelia in a Silk of the 
ſame Colour, with Flowers of Silver. 
Charles had made her a Preſent of 
ſome Jewels, which ſhe wore, this 
Day, in Complaiſance to her Lover. 

All the Ladies and Gentlemen that 
were invited, came to Dinner. They 
very politely wiſh'd Mr. Harcourt and 
Family Joy. The Table was ele- 
gantly furniſh'd, and every Thing 
delicately dreſs'd. Happy Hearts and 
chearful Countenances ſat round it, 
and gave a Reliſh to the Entertain- 
ment. 

After Dinner they 104 Concert 
of Muſick, and the young Ladies 
ſung ſeveral favourite Airs. In the 
Evening there was a Ball. Charles 
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and Frederick had their beloved Part- 
ners, and the Day. was ſpent with 
great Chearfulneſs and e Har- 
mony. a 


feen 


CHAP. VI. 
. Widew Jones's Induſtry. An Election. 
Diftreſsful Situation of Charles and Ml 


Amelia. Arrival of Mrs. Selwin. 


8 
Scheme to make the Lovers bappy. v 
Mrs. Selwin and Amelia go 1 Lon- n 


don. Charles vis them, and meets t! 
with a kind Reception, 


HARLES and Amelia ſeem'd Ml 
now extremely happy. He con- tc 
triv'd a Variety of Amuſements to MW V 
entertain her, and ſhe beheld theſe MW 
Endearments with a ſecret Pleaſure. Ml < 
Frederick and Henrietta frequently“ 
enjoy'd their Company, and their Ml © 
| Time 


1 
th 
ir- 


( 73.) 

Time glided away in Innocence and 
Bliſs. | 
One Day Charles and Frederick 
agreed to call on Farmer Morriſon 
and the Widow Jones, and the young 
Ladies promis'd to bear them Com- 
pany. They had an agreeable Ride 
to his Houſe; but, on their Arrival, 
he happen'd to be from Home. A 
Servant was ſent in Search of him; 
who ſoon return'd, with his Compli- 
ments, and that he would wait on 
them immediately. | 

He came almoſt as ſoon as his Ser- 
vant, and paid his Reſpects to the La- 
dies and Gentlemen. Charles deſir'd 
to know what he had done for the 


Widow. „Oh! Sir,” ſaid the Far- 
mer, © ſhe is put into a very good 


« Way to live. The Face of Affairs is 

« quite chang'd with her. I have 

" bought her four Cows, and all the 
2 Utenſils 


6 
« Utenſils proper for a Dairy. | 
<« call'd upon her a few Days after 
they were ſent, and the poor Wo- 
L man was ſo thankful——and every 
Thing ſo neat that it did my 
Heart Good to ſee her. There is 
now no Doubt, if ſhe is bleſs'd with 
Health, but ſhe will get a comforta. h 
ble Living.” h 
The Farmer then told this worthy h 
Company, that he had, at that Time, 
upwards of Five Pounds in his Hands 
for the Uſe of the Widow, which he Ne: 
' would lay out for her occaſionally, to F 
the beſt Advantage. He bleſs'd the ff 
generous Donors, for their Goodneſs b 
of Heart; and affur'd them, that they ri 
had never beſtow'd their Charity on a 
more deſerving Object. | 
The Farmer's Account of the n 
Widow, gave the Ladies and Gentle 
men great Satisfaction; and Charles r 
5 Eb ſaid, 


(75) 
ſaid, ſince he had given her ſo excel - 


fter ¶ lent a Character, they intended to be 
Vo- farther ſerviceable to her. That they 
ery ¶ would then depoſit Twenty Guineas 
my more in his Hands to cloath, and pay 
for the Childrens ſchooling, provided 
ich N he would take ſo much Trouble upon 
rta- ¶ him; which the Farmer aſſur'd him 
he would do, as it was the Wiſh of 
thy his Heart to do them Good. ” 
ne, The Ladies and Frederick inſiſted 


en contributing their Parts ſo 
each gave the Farmer Five Guineas, 
He entreated them to ſtay, and re- 
freſh themſelves a little at his Houſe 
but was inform'd, they intended to 
ride to the Widow's, and drink Tea 


je 
1 with her. 

The Farmer beheld them with Ad- 
the miration, and beſtow'd Benedictions 
le- Jon them at taking Leave. They 


rode to Widow Jones's, where the 
Face 


(56): 
0 Face of A was chang'd indeed 
The Widow was neat, and her Coun- 
tenance free from the former Traces 
of Poverty and Diſtreſs. Her Houſe, 
and every Thing in it, were ſtriking 
Proofs of. her Induſtry and Cleanti 
neſs. She receiv'd them with Tears 
of Gratitude and Joy. Charles told 
ker, that they were come to enquire 
after her Welfare ; that they would 
juſt take a Ride over the Common; 
and, at their Return, ay” and drink 
Tea with her. 

Every Thing was nd againſt 
they came. She had got a Man to 
take Care of their Horſes; bak'd a 
few little Cakes, butter'd them with 
Butter of her own churning, ſet out 
ſome excellent Cream, and the beſt 

Tea and Sugar the Place afforded. 
The Ladies and Gentlemen inſiſted 
on. her drinking Tea with them; 

Vhbich, 


(77) 
which, after ſome modeſt Apologies, 
ſhe did. They admir'd the Neatneſa 
of her Leads, her Churn, and all her 
Dairy Utenſils. Her Children were. 

clean, wholeſome, and well behav'd ; 
and, indeed, every Thing they ſaw 


oave Teſtimony of her being a good 


CEconomilt, and a notable Houſe- 
wife. 2 
After looking about for ſome Time, 
Amelia aſk*d her, whether ſhe thought 
the Profits ariſing from her Dairy 
would be ſufficient to maintain herſclt 
and Children ? 

_« My worthy young Lady.” 

ply'd ſhe, with great Modeſty, « 1 


it ſhould pleaſe God to bleſs me 


« with a Continuance of Health, I 
* make no Doubt but they will. I 
« will take Care there ſhall be no 
* Waſte, and I humbly hope there 


* will be no Want. To that good 


Gentleman,“ 


(678) 
Gentleman, curtſeying to Charles, 
« and his kind Friends, I am indebt- 
c ed for all I have——and for the 
future Support of myſelf and fa. 
c therleſs Children.“ | 

They made the Widow a Preſent 


at their Departure, and gave her their 


good Wiſhes for her Health and Hap. 
pineſs. Tears of Gratitude trickled 
down her Face, whilſt ſhe pray'd for, 
and bleſs'd her Benefactors; and 
look'd after them, as they rode to- 
wards Home, till they were got be- 
yond the Reach of her Eye. 
Henrietta and Amelia highly com- 
mended the Widow's Induſtry ; and 
it gave them all great Satisfaction, 
that they had been inſtrumental in al- 
leviating the Diftreſs of fo worthy an 
Object. 
„We have an Inſtance, in this 
% poor Widow,” ſaid Henrietta, * that 
Poverty 


(79) 
« Poverty is not always the Reſult of 
„ Idleneſs. We ſhould therefore be 
« cautious how we cenſure the Poor, 
leſt a wrong Judgement ſhould add 
« Weight to their Miſery.” © Your 
« Obſervation is very juſt, Madam,” 
reply'd Frederick, and I am con- 
« yinc'd there are many Perſons now 
lea in a State of Poverty, who, had they 
« the kind Aſſiſtance of thoſe in a 
higher Sphere of Life, would get 
« comfortable Living, and become 
be. (uſeful Members of Society, inſtead. 
« of being a Burthen to it.“ 
Frederick accompany'd the Ladies 


nd Home. They parted with mutual 
on, good Wiſhes, and the Thoughts of 


al. Nrelieving the Afflicted was an Addi- 
tion to their Happineſs. 
The Election coming on for Mem- 
bers of Parliament, one of the Can- 
hat didates had 2 to Mr. „ 
or 


( 80. ) 

for his Vote and Intereſt, which he 
promis'd; being an intimate Acquaint- 
ance, and a Gentleman of great Me. 
rit. Another Candidate had made the 
fame Application to Mr. Harcourt, 
and met with the like Succeſs. 

Unacquainted with Mr. Bartlett's 
Promiſe, Mr. Harcourt went to him, 
to requeſt his Vote and Intereſt for his 
Friend. My dear Sir,” ſaid Mr, 
Bartlett, I would oblige you with 
a great deal of Pleaſure, had you 
tc call'd on me a little ſooner ; but! 
« have given my Word to another 
« Candidate, and cannot now recede 
<« from, it.” Piqued at this Reply, 
Mr. Harcourt left him abruptly; 
only ſaying, * I thought 1 had been 
<« ſure of you!“ 

A Coolneſs, on Mr. Harcourt's 
Part, ſucceeded this Refuſal, Charles 
and Amelia ſoon perceiv'd it, and 

were 


( 31 1 
were pen alarm'd for the Event. 
Mrs. Harcourt was their only Conſo- 
lation Her Prudence and Ten- 
derneſs, their Hopes. 

Mr. Harcourt was indefatigable for 


the Intereſt of his Friend, partly ; in 


Pique to Mr. Bartlett. 


During his 


Abſence, Charles and Amelia had fre- 
quent Meetings; and her Mamma 
aſſurd them, ſhe would make them 
happy. You know, my dear Ame- 
« Jia,” ſaid Mrs. Harcourt, „your 
Papa is impetuous, but he is not 
« unjuſt. Time will remove his Pre- 
« judice to Mr. Bartlett. — and Re- 
« flection ſtronger cement the Friend- 


6« * ſhip.” 


4 


Unfortunately, for our Lovers, 
Mr. Bartlett's Friend got the Elec- 
tion, and the Breach between Mr. 
Harcourt and that Gentleman ſeem d 


to increaſe. 


F 


"© 


682.) 

At this critical Time Mrs. Sekgin, 
"Amelia's Aunt and Godmother, paid 
a Viſit to the F amily. She was Mrs. 
Harcourt's younger Siſter, and had 
been a Widow ſeveral Years ; having 
loft her Huſband, and an only Child, 
within two Years after Marriage, 
Mr. Harcourt and Family had a great 
Efteem for this Lady, as indeed ſhe 
juſtly deſerv'd it, and ſhe lov'd Amelia 
with the ſincereſt Affection. 
_ - Mrs. Selwin beheld the Coolneh 
between her Brother and Mr. Barileit 
with great Concern, and had Com- 
paſſion for the diſtreſsful Situation of 
the two Lovers. She had ſeveral Con- 
| ſuhations with her Siſter on their Ac- 
count, and they concluded on 3 
Scheme to make 3 happy. They 
communicated their Deſign to Amelia, 


and ſhe ſoon found an N hee to 
impati 


A 3: 
& ” 


OP © 
impart the glad Tydings to her be. 
loved Charles. 

When the Impetuofity of Mr. Her- 
court's Temper began to ſubſide, he 
was conſcious his Behaviour to Mr. 
Barilett was not only unfriendly, but” 
indeed unjuſt, He reflected that his 
Friend had given his Word, before he 
had made Application to him and 
that Breach of Promife was extremely 
diſhonourable. He would gladly have 
renewed his Friendſhip with that Gen- 
tleman, but his Pride prevented his 
making the Overture. 

Mrs. Harcourt perceiv'd the Un. 
taſineſs of her Huſband, and was no 
Stranger to the Caufe; ſhe 3 
entertatn'd great Hopes of a 
Reconciliation, of which ſhe rr 
both her Siſter and Daughter. 


Mrs. Sekvin, having now ſeen moſt 
pf the Curioftties in and about Oxford, 


F 2 began 


(84: } 
began to think * returning to Lan- 
don, and ſhe deſired Mr. Harcourt 
would permit Amelia to accompany 
her there. T his he readily conſented 
to, as he was ſenſible of the great Eſ- 
teem ſhe had for his Daughter; and 
that ſhe had promis'd, at her Deceaſe, 
to leave her the chief Part of her 
Fortune. 

In a few Days, after = TI an af. 
fectionate Leave of Mr. and Mrs, 
Harcourt, they ſet out for London, 
They had a pleaſant Journey, and ar- 
riv'd in the Evening at Mrs. Selin 
Houſe, in Bond- Street. 
Two Days after their Arrival, as 
Amelia was ſitting by the Dining- 
Room Window, ſhe ſaw her beloved 
Charles riding up the Street. Her 
Heart leap'd for Joy; and ſhe e-; 
elaim'd, in a Tranſport, « Oh! myMl 
'% erer. honour d Aunt, there is young 
« Mr, 36 
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8335 
« Mr. Bartlett!” „ My dear Ame- 
« lia,” reply'd Mrs; Sehoip, he is 
« welcome, and I will endeavour to 
* make you both happy.” 180 
Mrs. Selwin rang her Bell, and 
order'd a Servaht to deſire the Gentle- 


man to walk up, and to take Cate of 
his Horſe. -The Ladies met Charles 


at the Top of the Stairs, and re- 
eeiv'd him with great Politeneſs ; and 
he very affectionately enquir'd after 
their Health, and whether their late 
Journey had prov'd agreeable. 


* 4 , 
= — — * 28 —+ = A _- 
EE A en IE ES 8 
— —— - — — - — — — = ** 2 


— 


* 
— 


den P : NE En * 


=» 
a. k 
— — — — — ng 


* S 
„ TR Ow 
8 8 
4 as. — 
- X BYE —— 


TEES 
8 


> WEE n= 


— — 


ors. 


8 3 * 2 


Nene, 
a 


5 
x 
> 
1 
- 
35 


n 
. . * * ww 
X = Sx « 
8 


2 _— © 


( 85 ) 
C H A P. vis 


Charles frequently vifits Amella, 4 
London. Accompanies Mrs. Selwin 
and Amelia to the Theatres, &c, 
Saves Mr. and Mrs, Harcourt fron | 
Fire. A Reconciliation... 


RS. Seltvin gave polite Anſwers 
1 to Charless kind Enquiries, 
She preſented him Wine and Cake, 
while Tea was gerting ready ; and 
aſk'd, very affectionate ly, after the 
Welfare of her Brother, Siſter, and 
Mr. Bartlett and Family. 
Charles aſſurd Mrs. Selwin that he 

left them all in good Health; and 
thank'd her, with an- expreſſive Sen. 
ſibility, for her good Wiſhes towards 
thoſe who were ſo near, and dear to 
him, He added, that Mrs. Harcourt, 
and 


CY) 
and all his Friends, ſent their Love 
and beſt Reſpects to her and Amelia, 
but that Mr. Harcourt was unac- 
quainted with his coming to London 


the Liberty he had taken, in calling 
at her Houſe. 1 


Mrs. Selen defir'd he would. uſe 


do Ceremony there, for his Company 
ns BY Was extremely agreeable both to her 
es. and her Niece —< And, my dear 


come to London, I ſhould eſteem it 


& Houſe your Home——You will 
„give me real Pleaſure in ſo do- 
ing Uſe it as freely as your 


&« you will have no Perſon to blame 

« but yourſelf.” 

_ Charles return'd Mrs. Selwin uns 
feigned Thanks, for this kind Token 

1 Ts of 


Add politely begg'd Pardon, for 


ie Six,“ ſaid ſhe, whenever you 


« a Favour, if you would make my 


& n; and, if you want any Thing, 
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1 8 
of her Eſteem and Amelia 8 Heart 
overflow'd with Gratitude. 

After Tea, and an agreeable Con, 
verſation, Charles roſe up, in order to 
take Leave of the Ladies* for that 
Night; but Mrs. Selwin would, not 
permit him to depart “ I can pro- 
e miſe you, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, “ as good 
% Accommodations in my Houſe, az 
« you will find at an Inn——and 
your Horſe is already taken Care 
* of, We have but juſt enjoy'd the 
« Pleaſure of your Company ; and 
“are poſſeſs'd of too much Self-Love, 
« to part ſo haſtily with what we 
, eſteem.” 

Charles and Amelia were charm'd 
with Mrs. Selwin's Politeneſs and 
Good-Nature, and they beheld her 
with inexpreſſible Tenderneſs and De- 

light. Amelia, at her Aunt's Requeſt, 
ſung ſeveral favourite Airs, ſome of 
os which 


— — 5 


„ 
which ſhe accompany'd with the Guiz 
tar; and they paſs'd the Evening in 
the moſt agreeable Manner, and * 
mutual Satisfaction. 

The next Morning, after Breakfaſt | 
Charles took an affectionate Leave of 


| the Ladies, who made him promiſe 


to viſit them again in a few Days, 
Mrs, Selwin and Amelia preſented 
Love and Duty to Mrs. Harcourt, and 
their beſt Reſpects to all Friends. 
They accompany'd him to the Door, 
and Amelia parted from her Lover 
with a painful Reluctance. £ 
Amelia ſeeming a little melancholy 
to the Departure of her beloved 
Charles, Mrs. Selwin, with great Ten- 
derneſs, endeavour'd to raiſe her Spi- 
rits. She led her to the Harpſichord, 
and play'd one of Corelli's celebrated 
Pieces. Now, my dear Amelia, 
ſaid ber Aunt, « „vou will greatly 
« oblige 


— . 7— Fr OGIOI Er en — — 
- 
« 


(9) 
& oblige me, by ſinging my favourits 


Air, in that incomparable Ode of 
* Dryden's y and, if you pleaſe, you | 


% may accompany it with ehe Inſtru: 
* ment.” 

Amelia was ſenſible of her Aunt' 
kind Intention, and perform'd both 
with inimitable Elegance and Grace, 


% My Dear,” ſaid Mrs, Selwin, «1 


* am charm'd with your Petformance, 


«4 and with your Readineſs, at all 


% Times, to give me Pleaſure. We 


will now go and dreſs. After Din- 
ner we will take an Airing ; and, 


„in the Evening, go to the Play.“ 
Amelia affetionately return'd het Annt 
Thanks, for theſe tender Tokens of 
her Love and the Ladies retit'd 
to their Chamber. 

Mrs. Selwin's Chariot was at the 


Door, by the Tithe they had din'd. 


daf had an agreeable Nide; and, 
8 about 
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about Six in the Evening, went to the 
Theatre, The Performance gave 
them great Pleaſure; and Amella's 
Remarks, both on the Play and the 
Actors, were extremely ſenſible, - 
In a few Days Charles came again 
to London; and brought the agreeable 
News, that all Friends in Oxfordſbire 
were well, The Ladies receiv'd him 
with great Affection, and Mrs. Sehwin 


inſiſted on his making this Viſit lon-« 


ger than the laſt. She contriv'd a 
Variety of Amuſements, in order to, 

make his Continuance there the more 
agreeable——went with them to the 


[| Theatres, and other Publick Places 


And her Good Nature and Politeneſa 
heighten every Pleaſure, 

At Mrs. Selwin's Requeſt Charles 
came frequently to London, and ſome- 
times continu d at that Lady's for ſe- 


veral Days. He liv'd at her Houſs 


without 


0 92) 
without Reſtraint——and the Lovers 
_ enjoy'd every Happineſs that was in 
her Power to: give. Frederick and 
Henrietta ſometimes accompany'd him 
there, and were always en with 
grows Politeneſs. 

One Day, after "Ag he ſet out 
Gov Oxfordſhire. He had promis'd to 
be at Home that Night. It was late 
when he arriv'd; and, as he was gi. 
ving his Horſe to the Servant, he ſay 
an extraordinary Light in Mr. Har. 
court's Houſe. He ran immediately 
there, and order'd the Servant to fol- 
low him. 

- By the Time he had got to th 
Gains he ſaw the Room over Mr. and 
Mrs. Harcourt's Apartment, all in 
Flames. He ſoon alarm'd the Fami- 
ly, and got to their Chamber. He 
acquainted them with their Danger, 


and deſir d they would be ſpeedy in 
0 dreſſing 


6930 


Confuſion. He had ſufficient Pre- 
ſence of Mind, to give proper Orders 
for extinguiſhing the Fire; and, ha- 
ving Plenty of Water, and the Room 


out doing farther Damage than burn- 
ing the Bed, and ſome of the Furni- 
ture. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt being 
greatly alarm'd, Charles conducted 
V them to another Part of the Houſe, 
ly and haſted to give his Aſſiſtance. In 
a little Time he return'd, and aſſur'd 


them, the Danger was over, and that 
” the Damage done by it was not ſo 


d great as they apprehended. 

in Theſe happy Tydings, and the ten- 
i- der Manner in which they were ex- 
oo WM prefs'd, afforded great Conſolation to 
„ Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt, and they 
n gave him all the Thanks that grate- 
A ot ful 


9 4 4:4 


dreſſing; T hey flew to him, in great 


being paper'd, it was put out, with- 
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(94) 
ful Hearts could give, for the eminent 
Service he had done them, in faving | 
them from the Flames. 

Mrs. Harcourt, being now a little 

fecover'd of her Fright, aſk'd Charles 
if he knew whether any of the Ser- 
vants were miſſing. He reply'd, the 
Hurry and Confufion were ſo great, 
that he really could not be certain; 
but, he believ'd, no Perfon had re- 
ceiv'd the leaſt Hurt. 
The Fire began in Mrs. Harcourt's 
Waiting-Maid's Chamber; and, on 
farther Enquiry, ſhe was miſſing : Bur, 
in looking over the Houſe, they found 
her on the Two Pair of Stairs Floor, 
in a Fit. 

By uſing proper Means, ſhe reco- 
ver'd; and was led to the Room 
where Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt had re. 
tir' d. Her Lady aſk'd her, if ſhe had 
receiy'd * Hurt? She reply'd, 4 

h 


(9s) 


had recgiv'd no other Injury from the 


Flames than the Fright had occa- 


ſan'd. 
The Fire, Pal,” faid Mrs. Har- 
court, with great Tendernefs, began 
in your Room; pray by what 
„Means did this alarming Accident 


„ happen ?“ Madam,“ reply d tha 


Girl, greatly terrify'd, “when I went 
„te my Chamber, inſtead of going 
to Bed, as I ougbt to have done, 
« I fat down to read. I put the Can- 
dle on 3 Stool, by the Bedſide es 
« Sleep overcame me I he Noiſe 
« and Confuſion in the Houſe awak'd 
«Gma-—l ſaw the Curtains of the 


„Bed in Flames I was bereav'sd 


| of my; Seaſts, and ran out of the 
Room -l fainted, and fell ſenſe- 
* lels on the Floor.“ Then falling 
on her Knees, with her Hands lifted 
. ſhe ſaidl 4 F orgive me | honour'd 
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giveneſs, which greatly affected Mrs, 


: RT 
* Sir Forgive me! honour'd Ma. 
dam I will make all the Repa. 
« ration in my Power! and will uſe 
every Means I am capable of, to 
regain your Favour!“ 

A Flood of Tears fell from het 
Eyes, whilſt ſhe was imploring For- 


Harcourt. That Lady tenderly rais'd 
her up, bid her be comforted, and 
told her Mr, Harcourt would take the 
Accident into Conſideration. Charles 
took an affectionate Leave, and the 
Family retir'd to Reſt in the bel 
Manner they could. 

The next Day, by the Time Mr. 
Harcourt was dreſs'd, Charles came to 
pay his Compliments. Hewas receiv'd 
by that Gentleman with ſincere A ﬀec- 
tion; and entreated to ſtay Breakfaſt, 
as Mrs. Harcourt would be there im- 


mediately. It was not long before 
15 ſhe 


(97) | 
ſhe came; and, addreſſing herſelf to 
Charles, in the moſt engaging and 
endearing Manner, told him, he had 
now been Taz DERLIVERER of the 
whole Family. : 
During Breakfaſt, they all ſeem'd 
extremely happy; and Mr. Jlarcourt, 
as ſoon as the Servant had left the 
Parlour, ſaid, © I will no longer let 
« my Pride get the better of my Un- 
« derſtanding. I have behav'd, Charles, 
in a very ungrateful Manner to 
« your Father, and am heartily ſorry 
« for it, Mrs. Harcourt and I will 
« do ourſelves the Pleaſure to dine 

It. “with him this Day, if we receive 
* no Meſſage to the contrary ; for I 
e moſt ſincerely wiſh to renew our 
“ Friendſhip, and to cement it by 
« ſtronger Bonds.“ 
Charles very politely thank'd Mr. 
Harcourt, for his kind Intentions ; 
G and 


ly viſited his Friend. Mr. Harcour: 


s newing our Friendſhip. Let every 


(98) 
and ſaid, he was certain nothing would 
be more agreeable to his Father. Af. 
ter a ſhort Stay, he took an affection- 
ate Leave; and ſoon, with Joy, ac. 
quainted his Father with the friendly 
Reception he had met with at Mr. 


 Harcourt's, He aſſur'd them, that MW 


Gentleman and his Lady deſign'd to 
be there at Dinner, and that he ſin- 
cerely wiſh'd for a Reconciliation. 

The elder Mr. Bartlett immediate. 


ſaw him coming, and met him at the 
Door. I am come, Sir,” ſaid Mr, 
Bartlett, taking him by the Hand, 
eto aſſure you of a hearty Welcome 
« at my Houſe; and I embrace this 
* Opportunity, with Pleaſure, of re- 


«* Thing that has been diſagreeable, 
© be buried in Oblivion; and let us, 
from this Moment, by mutual good 

66 Otkices 
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+: Offices, endeavour to promote the 
. Happineſs of each other.“ 

Mr. Bartleti's generous and kind 
WBchaviour threw Mr. Harcourt into 
Wome Perplexity ; but, recovering 
Whimſclf, he reply'd, My dear Friend, 
I receive your affectionate Offer 
« with a heart-felt Satisfaction. I 
«am, conſcious of my il] Behaviour 
« towards you, and moſt ſincerely do 
„I aſk your Pardon. — It is my In- 
« tereſt, as well as my Wiſh, to forget 
« whatever has been diſagreeable; for 
« the Friendſhip of a Gentleman of 
« your Merit does me Honour, and 
« js an invaluable Acquiſition,” 
His Lady receiv'd Mr. Bartlett with 
great Politeneſs and Aﬀection, and 
was extremely happy at their Recon- 
ciliation, : 

Soon after Mr. Bartlett had taken 
Leave, Mr, Harcourt and his Lady 
— +» went 


( 100 ) | 
went to his Houſe, They were re- 
ceiv'd, by the whole Family, with the 
| ſincereſt Tokens of Eſteem and Af. 
fection. The Dinner was elegant, 
and the Company chearful. Charles 
Merit, and the Services he had done, 
were not forgot. They paſt the Re- 
mainder of the Day in the moſt agreca- 
ble Manner, and the happy Effects of 
this Reconciliation were viſible on 
every Countenance. ; 


(101) 
CHAP. VIII 


Charles acquaints Mys, Selwin and 
Amelia with ihe much wiſh'd-for Re- 
conciliation. The Ladies return with 
bim to Oxfordſhire, Joyful Meet- 
inf Aud the Eure of a Wed- 


N ding. 


HE next Morning Charle went 

to Mr. Harcourt's, and preſented 
the Compliments of the Family. He 
ſtay'd to Breakfaſt; after which, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Mr. and Mrs. Har- 
court, he ſaid, If it is agreeable to 
„you, Sir If it is agreeable to you, 


Madam, Iwill take a Ride to London, 


* and acquaint Mrs. Selwin and Miſs 
* Harcourt with our happy Reconci- 


* lation.” They both readily con- 


ſented, deſir'd Charles to preſent their 
| G 3 ſincereſt 
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ſincereſt Love, and wiſh'd him an 
agreeable Journey. 

As ſoon as Charles had taken Leave, 
Polly, Mrs. Hercourt's Waiting-Maid, 
came into the Parlour, to1mplore For- 
giveneſs for the Accident which had 
happen'd, through her Careleflnek 
——-and offer'd to make any Repara- 
tion, that was in her Power, Mr. 
| Harcourt told her, as it was her firſt 

Offence, and ſhe was fo ſenſible of it, 
he freely forgave her: That he would 
not take any Thing for the Loſs he 
had ſuſtain'd; but inſiſted on her Pro- 
miſe to be more careful for the fu- 
ture, and that ſhe would never read 
by Candle-light in her Chamber, dur- 
ing her Continuance in his Family. 
She expreſs'd her Gratitude, by 
Thanks and Tears and moſt ſin- WW 
 cerely promis'd, never to be guilty of 

the like again. | 


Charts 
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Charles artiv'd at Mrs, Seltvin's Juſt 
as that Lady and Amelia were going 
to Tea, They receiv'd him with 
great Pleaſure ; and ſaw, by his 
Countenance, that he had ſomething 
extraordinary to communicate, When 
mutual Compliments were paſt, he 
acquainted the Ladies with the Parti- 
culars of the late alarming Accident, 


and of its being inſtrumental in ce- 


menting a perfect Friendſhip between 
their Families, 

This Reconciliation gave Mrs, Sel- 
win great Satisfaction, and afforded a 
pleaſing Proſpect for the future Hap- 
pineſs' of our Lovers. She compli- 
mented Amelia on this deſfircable 
Event, who had often wiſh'd for it 
with great Anxiety. She aſſur'd 


| Charles, that his Preſervation of her 
Brother and Siſter ſhould not be for- 
got; and that, if it was convenient 


G 4 for 
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for him to continue in London for 
two or three Days, ſhe and her Niece 
would accompany him into Oxford. 
ſhire. 

Charles embrac'd this brow of. 
fer with Pleaſure ; and return'd Mrs, 
Helwin his moſt reſpectful Thanks, 
for cheſe kind Tokens of her Eſteem 
and Condeſcenſion— And Amelia 
beheld her Aunt with a N Com- 
placency. 

In a few Days they ſet out for Or- 
fordſbire. They had an agreeable 


Journey; and, when they arriv'd at 
Mr. Harcourt's, were receiv'd by that 


Gentleman and his Lady with great 
Joy. Mr. Bartlett and Family came 
to pay their Compliments. They 
ſtay'd Supper; and, at taking Leave, 
gave Mrs, Selwin and Mr. Harcourt 
and Family, an Invitation to dine 
with them the next Day———which 
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they moſt reſpectfully accepted, and 


promis d to do themſelves that Plea- 


ſu a 


The Company were receiv'd at Mr. 
Bartlett's' with great Politeneſs and 
Good-Nature ; and Mr. Harrington 


and Family, hearing they were to 
dine there, came to pay their Re- 


ſpects. The Dinner was elegant, and 
the Converſation. entertaining. Friend- 
ſhip, Love and Chearfulneſs, diffus'd 
themſelves round the Table. After 
Tea they had a Concert of Vocal and 
Inſtrumental Muſick, 1 a Ball in 


the Evening. 


Frederick and Henrietta had now a 
great Affection for each other, which 
Charles beheld with Pleaſure, and en- 
deavour'd to encreaſe by the moſt en- 
dearing Tenderneſs. He was extreme- 


ly happy himſelf, and was anxious to 
accelerate the Felicity of his Friend. 


He 


( 10 ) 


He extoll'd his Merit to his beloved 


Siſter, and ſoon found ſhe had more 
than an Eſteem for him, He impart- 
ed the precious Secret to his dear 
Frederick, who receiv'd it with 2 
Tranſport of Joy, which none but 


thoſe who love with Sincerity are ca 


pable of feeling. 

During Mrs. Selwin's Stay in Ox. 
fordſhire, the Marriage of Charlies and 
Amelia was conſented to by all Par- 


; ties. As Mr. Harcourt was feiz'd 


with a ſharp Fit of the Gout, which 
confin'd him to his Houſe, that Lady 
requeſted they might be married in 
London; which, ſhe ſaid, would be 
more agreeable to her Niece, who 


private as poſſible. It was therefore 
agreed, that Mrs. Selwin, Amelia and 
Henrietta, attended by their Servants, 
ſnould go firſt to London and that 
Charles 


wiſh'd the Wedding might he kept as 
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Charles and Frederick ſhould go to 
Mrs. Selwin's the Day following. 
The Time for Mrs, Selwin's De- 
parture being come, that Lady, her 
Niece, and Henrietta, took an affec- 


tionate Leave of all their Friends, 


Tears ſtole down. Amelia's Face, when 
ſhe embrac'd her Mamma. They 


were attended by four Servants on | 


Horſeback, had a pleaſing and inte- 
reſting Converſation as they rode in 
the Coach, and ſafely arriv'd at Mrs, 
Sekwin's Houle in the Evening. 

The next Morning Charles and Fre. 
derick (et out for Londow. They got 
there about Noon, and were receiv'd 
by the Ladies with great Reſpe& and 
Affection. In the Evening they went 
to the Theatre, where they were 
agreeably entertain'd z and, after Sup» 
per, the Converſation turn'd on the 
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Merit of the Play, and the Excel. 
lence of ſome of the Performers, 
Mrs. Sehvin order'd her Coach to 
be ready by Eight o'Clock- the next 
Morning. That Lady, Amelia and 
Henrietta, went in it ton 
Church. The Miniſter had Notice 
of their coming, and was ready to 
receive them. At alighting, Mrs, 
Sehvin bid the Coachman drive Home, 
add two Horſes to the Carriage, and 
return there by Ten. Charles and 
Frederick went to the Ladies; and, 
before they left the Church, the Mi- 
niſter entertain'd\ them in the Veſtry 
with Wine and Cake. 
By Ten the Coach was at the 
Church-Door. The Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen got into it, and the Coach- 
man was order'd to drive to Richmond, 
where an elegant Dinner was provid- 
ed. Every one was now extremely 


happy. 
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happy. The Chearfulneſs of their 


their Hearts, Charles was bleſs'd 
with his dear Amelia, Frederick enjoy'd 
the Company of his beloved Henri- 
ella, and it gave Mrs. Selwin unſpeak- 
able Pleaſure to behold the Felicity 


to of her amiable Friends. After paſ- 
9, ſing a few very agreeable Hours at 
e, Richmond, they ſet out for London; 
d where they all arriv'd ſafe, and high- 
id ly delighted with their little Jour. 
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Mrs, Selwin's Generofity. The Ladies 
aud Gentlemen go into Oxfordſhire, 
A Wedding. Mrs. Selwin returns 

za London, and takes Charles 42d 
Amelia with her. 


N E Morning, while the Gen- 

tlemen were gone to take an 
Airing, and Henrietta was dreſſing, 
Mrs. Selwin ſent for Amelia, to come 
to her Chamber. As ſoon as ſhe en- 
ter'd it, ſhe took her by the Hand 
with great Affection, and ſaid, My 


dear Niece, we muſt ſoon go into 


« Oxfordſhire, and you and your Hul- 


band muſt make your publick Ap- 


% pearance at Church. Cuſtom de- 


„ mands this Ceremony. I will ac- 
do ze you and Henrietta to my 


«© Mercer's 
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6 Mercer's this Afternoon, 7 we 
« will chuſe ſomething proper for | 
« the Occaſion.” Then, turning to | 
her Cabinet, ſhe gave her a Diamond 1 
Necklace, a Pair of Diamond Drop- | 
Earrings and Bracelets, a Diamond [ 
Ring, and a Chas'd Gold Repeating [ 
Watch ; which ſhe entreated her to g 
accept of, for the fake of the Donor. 

Amelia expreſs'd her Gratitude in 
the moſt endearing Terms, and would. 
fain have declin'd the Acceptance of 
them but Mrs, Sekvin would take. 
no Refuſal, 4 

Soon after the Gentlemen return'd, 
that worthy Lady found a convenient 
Opportunity for ſpeaking to Charles. 
She preſented him with a Gold Watch, 
and a Ring ſet with Diamonds and 
Rubies. She defir'd he would re- 
. ceive them as a Token of her Love, 
ad as an Earneſt of what ſhe —_— 

| 8 
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ed to do for ſo valuable a Friend, and 
one ſo nearly allied to her. He was 
going to reply——but ſhe told him, 
ſhe would have no Thanks——He 
had been the Preſerver of her Family, 
and ſhe was ſtill his Debtor, 
After Dinner, the Ladies went to 

the Mercer's. They choſe a White 
 Sattin, richly ornamented with Flowers 

of Silver. They return'd Home to 
Tea and the Gentlemen accom- 
pany'd them to the Theatre. 
During the few Days they con- 
tinu'd in London, Mrs. Selwin omit- 
ted nothing that could give them 
Pleaſure. She accompany'd them to 
the Publick Places, and where any 
Thing worthy Notice was to be ſeen. 
Her obliging Manner . and great 
Good-Nature heighten'd the Obliga- 
tion, and her many amiable Qualifi- 
cations 


1 1 

cations render'd her Converſation botli 1 
pleaſing and inſtructing. = 
The Cloaths, and every Thing be- k 
ing ready, they let out for Oxfordl- i 
ire; and were receiv'd, by their 
Friends, with all the Demonſtrations 
of Joy and Love. The neighbouring ö 
Gentry congratulated Mr. Harcourt, 1 


Mr. Bartlett, and their Families, on 
M the Occaſion, and were entertain'd 
” WH vith Elegance and Politeneſs. The 
induſtrious Poor were not forgot 
6 They expreſs'd their Gratitude, by 


Bleſſings and Thanks. 
n The firſt Sunday, after their Arri- 
1 val, Charles and Amelia made their 
) WW publick Appearance at Church. 1 
WH Charles was dreſs'd in a Suit of white 1 
t Cloth, embroider'd with Silver; Ame- | 
14 in white Sattin, ornamented with  ' Ji 
| Silver Flowers——and ſhe wore the bi 


: Jewels which were preſented her by 
_— __ Mrs, 
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Mrs. Seltvin. All their Friends, and 


many of the Gentry, ' accompany'( 
them; and the Country People crowd. 
ed the Church-Yard, and made a 
Lane for them to paſs. They bleſs 
them, as they went, and return'd 
from Church; and wiſh'd them long 
Life, and much Happineſs. 

When the Compliments of the 
neighbouring Gentry, on this Occa- 
ſion, were over, Mr. Harcourt, Mr. 
Bartlett, their Families, and Mrs, 
Seltvin, went, by Invitation, to Mr, 
 Harrington's to Dinner. They wete 
politely receiv'd, and the Table ele- 
gantly and plentifully furniſh'd. The 
Eaſe and Good-Nature of Mr. and 


Mrs. Harrington heighten'd the Ples 


ſure of the Entertainment, and their 
obliging Manner and genteel Addrels 
were admir'd by all the Company. 


When 


1 

When the Cloth was remov'd, the 
young Gentlemen and Ladies went 
into the Garden. Mr. Harrington ſaid, 
as they were leaving the Room, he be- 
liev'd the County could not produce 
a more amiable, or happy Pair, than 
Charles and Amelia. Mrs. Seltoin re- 
ply'd, ſhe was certain the young Gen- 
tleman and Lady that went out with 
them, were equally amiable; and, 
were they permitted to follow the 
Example of her Nephew and Niece, 
ſhe believ'd would be equally happy. 
Mr. Bartlett and his Lady aſſur'd 
her, they could have no Objection to 
ſo advantageous a Match for their 
Daughter, provided it was agreeable 
to Mr. and Mrs. Harrington. They 
both freely gave their Conſent, and 
ſaid they ſhould eſteem themſelves 
honour*d by ſuch an Alliance. Mrs. 
Harrington was for conſulting with 
H 2 Henrietta, 


| 
| 
| 
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Henrietta, in an Affair of ſuch Im- 


portance; but Mrs. Selwin aſſur'd her 


there was no Neceſſity for that, as 
ſhe was perfectly acquainted with the 
young Lady's Sentiments. 

As ſoon as the young Gentlemen 
and Ladies return'd, Charles, at Mr, 
Harrington's Requeſt, went to the 
Harpſichord, Frederick took a Ger- 


man Flute, and the Ladies ſung ſeve- 


ral favourite Airs, accompany'd by 
thoſe Inſtruments. In the Evening 
they had a Ball, and the Company 


enjoy'd all the Felicity that ſincere 


Friendſhip and great Good-Nature 
were capable of affording. 
Frederick was ſoon acquainted with 


his good Fortune, and Charles ardenty 


wiſh'd for the Completion of his Hap- 
pineſs. Amelia complimented Henri- 


etta on the pleaſing Proſpect, who 


tenderly 


„„ i 
tenderly embrac'd her, for this Token 
of her Love. | 

In about a Month they were mar- 
ried, to the inexpreſſible Joy of all 
their Friends. Their Dreſſes, pub- 
lick Appearance, &c. were much in 
the ſame Manner as Charles and Ame- 
las. That amiable Pair beheld the 
Felicity of their Friends with a heart- 
felt Pleaſure, ' They expreſs'd their 
Sentiments, on this happy Event, in 
the moſt endearing Terms; and re- 
ceiv'd, from Frederick and Henrietta, 
all the Acknowledgements of Grati- 
tude, that Hearts, ſuſceptible of the 
greateſt Senſibility, could r 
give. 

As there was a Neceſſity for Mrs. 
Sekvin's returning to London, ſhe de- 
ſir d Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt would 
permit Amelia to accompany her there. 
They gave their Conſent very freely; 

1 but 
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but told her ſmiling, they were not 
ſure that her Huſband could part with 
her. Why, as to that,” ſaid Mrs. 
Seltoin, he may go with us; and [ 
“e will endeavour to make their Reſi- 
& dence with me as agreeable as poſſi- 
& ble.” Charles receiv'd Mrs. Se. 
win's Invitation with Pleaſure; and 
the next Day they ſet out for, and 
arriv'd at London. 


CHAP. X. 
Mrs. Selwin, Charles and Amelia, re. 
turn to Oxfordſhire, and tate a young 
Stranger with them. A Robbery, 


Charles and Frederick _ the 
Robber. 


WHARLES and Amelia were er 

— tremely happy at Mrs. Selwin's, 
and were ſometimes viſited by their 
: amiable 


„ 
amiable Friends, Frederick and Hen- 
rietta, Nothing was omitted, that 
could give them Pleaſure; and Mrs. 
Sekvin's genteel Manner of confering 
Favours, render'd them ſtill more 


agreeable. 


When Amelia had been ſome Time 
in London, ſhe was ſeiz'd with a Diſor- 
der which confined her to her Bed. 


This greatly alarm'd Charles and-Mrs. | 


Sekwin. Anxious for the Preſervation 
of a Life ſo precious to all her Friends, 
every Means were us'd for her Reco- 
__ 285 
Mrs. Sekvin, who lov'd her with the 

ſincereſt Affection, ſeldom left her 
Chamber, gave her the proper Medi- 
cines with her own Hands, and admi- 
niſtered every Conſolation in her 
Power; and Charles, who lov'd her 
more than Life, made frequent and 
endearing Enquiries after her Welfare. 


+ * 
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At length he received the joyful 
Tydings, that his dear Amelia was out 
of Danger, and deſired to ſee him. 
He immediately flew to her Chamber, 
and embrac'd her with inexpreſſible 
Tenderneſs and Joy. Mrs. Selwin re- 
joic'd at her happy Recovery; and, as 
ſoon as ſhe was able to go abroad, 
gave her frequent Airings, which ſoon 
reſtord her to a perfect State of 


_ Health. 


One Morning, Mrs. Selcvin, addrefi: 
ing herſelf to Charles and Amelia, ſaid, 
„ My dear Nephew and Niece, it is 
« Time we ſhould think of viſiting 
& our Friends in Oxfordſhire; and, if 
<« you have no material Objection, we 
„will go to my Brother's, in a few 
Days.“ They aſſur'd her, nothing 
could be more agreeable to them, eſ- 
pecially as they ſhould enjoy the Plea- 
ſure of her ** but that they 

had 


6 


there, leſt ſhe ſhould think them diſ- 
ſatisſied wich their kind Entertainment, 


and with the many affectionate Tokens 


they had received of her Reſpect and 
Love. 


Accordingly, every Thing being 


ready for their Journey, Mrs. Selwin, 
Charles, Amelia, Mrs. Goodman, and 
little Miſs Darlington, ſet out for Ox- 
fordfhire, in Mrs. S:{win's Coach and 
Four. They arriv'd at Mr. Harcourt's 
in the Evening, and had the Pleaſure 
to find all Friends well. 


They were receiv'd with great Af- | 
fection; and, after ſome kind Enqui- 


ries concerning each others Health, 


Mrs. Sekwin preſented Mrs. Goodman 


to her Brother and Siſter, as a Perſon 


for whom ſhe had a particular Regard. 
„ have choſe her,” ſaid Mrs. Selwin, 


6 « for a Wet · Nurſe to that lovely In- | 
” fant, 


had not mention'd their Deſire to go 


* e 


n 3 ih of 
- nnen . > SIS DO , — * 
9 5 : 2 : F I MR re PE "m— —— p + 
. A Pong  Saebs”,  ogre- » — erg; 8 IR — 8 AA; * n 1 
© 4 — - 2 _ — — * * — 3 
— - - : - ? 
— — » - — —u—ũ—ä — — 


( 122) 


"of fant, which ſhe has in her Arms, 


« whois the Daughter of a dear Friend, 
that I highly Eſteem. She has in- 
« deed taken a precipitate Step, in 
« marrying without the Conſent of 

< her Father ; and I have promis'd to 
e take Care of the Child, *rill he 1s 


« reconcil'd to her Huſband, who is 


4 Gentleman of Merit and Fortune.“ 
Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt highly ap- 
prov'd of her Conduct, and Mrs. 
Goodman and the Infant had an A part- 
ment aſſign'd them. 


The next Day Mr. Bartlett, Mr. 


Harrington, and their Families, by In- 
wtation, din'd at Mr. Hareourt's. The 
Beſt in Seaſon was provided, and 
the Company enjoyed all the real Sa- 
tisfaction that Politeneſs, Good-Hu- 
mour and Friendſhip, could poſfibly 
give. They ſpent the Remainder of 
the Day in agreeable Converſation; 

and 
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and though it was late when they re- 
turned Home, they ne with Re- 
luctance. 

Mr. Harcourt's Butler had omitted 
giving his Attendance at Dinner; 
which, as there were Company, and 
he had never done the like before, 
without Permiſſion, was thought the 
more extraordinary. Night came, and 
the Family could hear no Tydings of 
him, which made them apprehenſive 
ſome Accident had happen'd. 

The next Morning, Mrs. Harcourt 


going to her Cabinet to put up a 


Diamond Ring, which ſhe wore the pre- 
ceding Day, miſs'd a little Japan Box, 
which contain'd ſome Jewels of great 
Value. They were preſented to her 
by her Mother, on the Day of her 
Marriage to Mr. Harcourt, which ren- 


dered them ſtill more precious to her. 


She inform'd Amelia of her Loſs; and, 


at 
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at length they concluded, as the But. 
ler had abſconded, that he had cer. 
tainly — 4 them. 

Ameli 
Harcourt's Misfortune, and their 
Thoughts concerning the Butler. He 


Vas of the ſame Opinion, but deſir'd 


they would keep it a Secret, and he 
would endeavour to find him, and re- 


cover the Jewels. 


Charles went immediately to Fre. 
derick, and they mounted their Horſes, 
and ſet off for Dover, without any At- 
tendants. When they arrived at that 
Place, they enquir'd when the Packet 


would ſail for Calais? and were in- 


form'd it would fail in a few Hours. 
They ſent for the Captain, and afl'd 
him what Paſſengers he had got 


aboard? He reply'd, three Ladies and 


eleven Gentlemen; and deſir'd to 
Know, 


acquainted Charles with Mrs. 
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know, if they intended to take a Trip 


with him? 
They entreated the Captain to take 
a Glaſs or two of Punch with them; 


after which they would go aboard 
with him, and ſee if the Company 
prov'd agreeable : If not, they would 


wait for the next Packet. 

After drinking two or three Glaſſes, 
they went with the Captain aboard, 
where they found but ten Gentlemen 
and three Ladies. Charles aſk'd, what 
was become of the other Gentleman ? 
and was told, by one of the Sailors, 
that he had left the Veſſel about two 
Hours, in order to buy ſome Things 
he wanted, but would return before 


the was ready to fail. In about an 
Hour the other Paſſenger came, and 


happen'd to be the very Man they 
were in Search after. 


It 


(126) 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Bur. 
ler's Confuſion, at the Sight of young 
Mr. Bartlettand Mr. Harrington i They 
ſaw it, and look'd on it as a convinc- 
ing Proof of his Guilt. Charles told 
the Captain, he had ſome private Bu- 
ſineſs with his Paſſenger and, that he 
might be no Loſer, as he was not cer- 
tain he would return, he would pay 
the Expence of his Paſſage which 
he accordingly did. 
The Gentlemen order'd the Butler 
to go aſhore with them. They went 
to their Inn; and, being in a Room 
by themſelves, Charles told him, if he 
would truly anſwer to ſuch Queſtions | 
as ſhould be aſk'd him, he might ex- 
pect Mercy, otherwiſe he would be 
puniſh'd according to Law. | 
The poor Wretch fell on his Knees, 
and implor'd Forgiveneſs. Charles 
rais'd him up, and aſk'd, what he had 
done 


W 


18 — — 2323 


L127) 

done with Mrs. Harcourt's Jewels? 
He reply'd, he had them in his Pocket; 
and immediately took out the Box, 
and laid it on the Table. Being aſk'd, 
if all he took from Mrs. Harcourt's 
Cabinet were in the Box? He declar'd 
it contain'd them all. 


After they had look'd over the Jew- | 
'els, Charles aſk'd him, what could in- 


duce him to be guilty of ſo heinous a 
Crime? He reply'd, © I was ſo un- 
« fortunate, worthy Sir, as to get ac- 
« quainted with Mademoiſelle De 
« G*** # the Governeſs at Mrs. 
« s Boarding School. I 
« lov'd her to a Degree of Madneſs. 
After a long Courtſhip, ſhe conſent- 
* ed to become my Wife, provided I 


Mas poſſeſſed of Four or Five Hun- 


e dred Pounds, and would ſettle in 
* Paris; where, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had ſe- 


« yeral very reputable Relations, and 
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4 a very large and genteel Acquain- 
« tance. She propos'd going into 
« the Millinery Buſineſs; in which, 
- "I aſſur d me, a Fortune might be 
* obtain'd in a few Vears, as al her 
« Friends would make it a Point to 
promote her Intereſt. 

« was fo exceſſively fond of this 
« Woman, that I was determined to 
<«-have her at all Events. I told her, 
<« without knowing what I ſaid, that 
<< was Maſter of more than the Sum 
<« ſhe mention'd : Upon which it was 
<« agreed, that ſhe ſhould leave the 


School and go to Paris; and, when 


« Mr. Harcourt was provided with 


ce another Butler, that I ſhould come 
over to her, produce the Money, 
and make her my Wife. 

« Tt is about a Month ſince ſhe left 
c Oxfordſbire. I laid various Schemes 
Dug to get the Sum Mademoiſelle De 
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C mentioned, but without 


« Effet. At length I happen'd to go 
« into my Lady's Chamber, and ſaw 
« her, Cabinet open. I knew the Fa- 
emily were engag'd with Company 
« in the Parlour. I unfortunately caſt 
« my Eyes on the Box, which con- 
« tain'd her Jewels. I open'd it, and 
« imagin'd they were of great Value. 
« Without conſidering the Heinouſ- 
« neſs of the Crime, I put the Box 
« into my Pocket, and determin'd to 
« ſet off for Paris; but I muſt do 
« Mademoiſelle De G* * * * che 
60 Juſtice to declare, that ſhe has no 
« Share in my Guilt. 

I had pack'd up my Cloaths, &e. 
« ſome Days before, and left them at 
* an Inn. I chang'd the Carriages 


often, before Igot to Dover, and had 
form'd a Scheme, as I rode, of pledg- 


2 * ing the Jewels with ſome Banker at 
”” 8 
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% Paris, and to redeem them by the 
& Profits ariſing from my Wife's Bu- 
„ ſineſs, in order to reſtore them to 
< my Lady. 

„ I have now, worthy Gentlemen, 
told you the whole Truth, and moſt 
- « humbly implore your Forgiveneſs; 
„ which, ſhould I be ſo happy as to 
„obtain, I ſhall be bound to pray for 
« you as long as I live: And J moſt 
“ ſolemnly aſſure you, that I will 
e never hereafter be guilty of an 
Action that may reproach my Con- 
ſcience, but endeavour to get my 
Livelihood with Honeity and In- 
« duſtry.“ 

Charles told him, that Mr. Har- 
rington and himſelf were going into 
the Town for a few Hours; and 

that if they found him there, at 
their Return, they were oblig'd to 
3 him, and he muſt then 

15 ſuffer 
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ſuffer the Puniſhment which the 
Law inflicted on thoſe, who were 
guilty of Crimes of ſo heinous a 
Nature. Then, taking up the Box 
of Jewels, they left him in. the 
Room, and went to ſee the Pier, 
Caſtle, Sc. 

At their Return, they found he 
had quitted the Inn; and, as they had 
recover'd what he had ſtolen, and 
were affected at his Story, they had 
too much Humanity to perſecute a 
Wretch, who was already loaded 
with Shame and Guilt. | 
They ſet out the next Morning for 
Oxfordſhire, and arriv'd there in the 
Evening of the following Day. Charles 
return'd the Jewels to Mrs. Harcourt, 
who had given them over as loſt, and 
greatly rejoic'd at receiving them. He 
related the Particulars of their Journey, 


the Butler's Story and Contrition, and 
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the Manner of their — him 


to make his Eſcape. 


That Lady render'd him many 


5 Thanks, for the Trouble he had given 


himſelf on her Account; and faid, it 


gave her great Satisfaction, to think 
the poor Wretch was not caſt into 
Priſon, as ſhe imagin'd he was ſif. 
ficiently puniſh'd for the Crime he 


had committed, by the Stings of a 
guilty Conſcience. 


CHAP. XI. 


Benefits of F riendſhip. Increaſe in Mr 
Bartlett's and Mr. Harrington's Fa- 


 anilies, Lovila's Qualifications. 


ſhip were now eſtabliſh'd between 
Mr. Harcourt and all his Friends. 
They frequently viſited each other 


with that F reedom and Good-Nature 


which 
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n 
which add a Pleaſure to Converſation, 
and give a Reliſh to Life. They had 


thank ful and compaſſionate Hearts 


they did Good, and rejoic'd they had 
the Power. Health, Peace and Plen- 
ty, were in their Dwellings, and they 
enjoy'd all the Happineſs this World 
could give. 

Henrietta was ſafely delivered of a 
fine Boy; and, ſome Time after, Ame- 
lia of another. They were baprtiz'd 
by the Names of William and Am- 
broſe, in Reſpect to their Grandfathers, 
and there were great Rejoicings on 
theſe Occaſions. 

Little Miſs Darlington was. under 
the continual Inſpection of Mrs. Sel- 
win, She was a lovely Child, and 


that Lady was extremely fond of her. 


As ſhe had a great Eſteem for Mrs. 
Goodman, ſhe did not diſmiſs her, when 


hogs was wean'd ; but let her re- 
I 3 main 
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main under that prudent Woman's 


Care, as ſhe was convinc'd of her Fi- 


_ delity and Tenderneſs. 
Mrs. Selwin's Regard for Mrs. Good 
man, was from a Motive of Humanity. 
She had liv'd with her three Years, 
as an Upper- Servant, before ſhe mar- 
ried. Her Huſband was an Officer 
in the Army, and died Abroad, about 
a Year after Marriage, and a little 
before the Birth of her firſt Child, 
which ſhe was ſo unfortunate as to 
loſe within two Months. Theſe me- 


lancholy Circumſtances induc'd Mrs. 


Sekvin to take her under her Protec- 
tion, and to give her ſuch Conſola- 
tion as might alleviate her Diſtreſs. 
In order to render Life as agreeable 
as poſſible, Mrs. Selwin's Oxfordſbirt 
Relations and Friends ſometimes ac- 
company'd her to London, to ſee the 
a Publick Places of Entertainment, and 
whatever 
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whatever might be worthy their Ob- 
ſervation z and that Lady return'd 
with them again, to enjoy the Benefit 
of the Air, and the Pleaſure of their. 


Company. 


Theſe worthy Friends continu'd to 
live in perfect Tranquility. For ſome 
Years nothing extraordinary happen'd 
to interrupt it, except Mr. Harcourt's 
being ſometimes afflicted with a ſevere 
Fit of the Gout. Henrietta had bleſs'd 
her Frederick with three more Chil- 


| dren, two Girls and a Boy; and Amelia 
had made Charles happy, by being 


ſafely deliver'd of two more Boys and 


a Girl. Harriot, Maria and Thomas, 


were the Names of Henrietta's Chil- 
dren; Charles, Frederick and Caroline, 


the Names of Amelia's. 


Louiſa was now in the eleventh Year 
of her Age, and every Care had been 
taken of her Education. She had 

I 4 Maſters 
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Maſters to teach her French, Italian, 
Muſick, Dancing, c. and Mrs. Sel- 


win gave her many excellent Leſſons 


for the Improvement of her Mind. 

At Thirteen ſhe was Miſtreſs of the 
French and Italian Languages, play'd 
finely on the Harpſichord, and ſung 
and danc'd to Admiration. She was 
likewiſe taught all Kinds of Needle- 
Work, and Painting in Miniature, 
which ſhe took great Delight in. With 
all theſe Accompliſhments, few were 
poſleſs'd of more Beauty, and none of 


a greater Genius or more amiable 


Temper, 
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CHAP. XII. 


Mrs. Selwin's Care and Affektion for 


Louiſa. Deſcription of her Perſon. 
A new Acquaintance, and ſome Ac- 
count of his Family. 


AMET TA and Henrietta, being 

4 now happy and tender Mothers, 
ſpent much of their Time with their 
little Families, in their Nurſeries or 


Gardens. They were delighted with 


their playful Actions and innocent 
Prattle, and endeavour'd to ſow the 
Seeds of Compaſſion and Generoſity 
in their tender Minds. Their Rela- 
tions and Friends beheld theſe do- 
meſtick Scenes with Pleaſure, and 

. they 
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they were the Admiration of the moſt 
affectionate and beſt of Huſbands. 


— 


— Þy Degrees, 
«« The human Bloſſom blows ; ; and every Day, 


* Soft as it rolls along, ſhews ſome new Charm, 
<< 'The Father*s Luſtre, and the Mother's Bloom. 


«© Then infant Reaſon grows apace, and calls 
« For the kind Hand of an aſſiduous Care.“ 


THousox. 


Mrs. Sekvin often, Mornings and 
Evenings, retir'd with Louiſa to the 


Temple of FLORA. There ſhe us'd to 


hear the young Lady read ſome of our 
| beſt Authors, and to explain ſuch 


Paſſages as ſhe did not readily com- 
prehend. There ſhe expatiated on 
the Beauty of Flowers, the Verdure 
of the Fields, the Capaciouſneſs of the 


Ocean, and the Splendor of the Fir- 
mament; and, from an Admiration 
of the manifold and wonderous Works 


of 
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of the Creation, exalted her Mind to 
an Adoration of the Almighty Crea- 
tor; to whoſe Goodneſs and Bounty, 
ſhe told her, all the Inhabitants of the 
Earth, the Air, and the Sea, were in- 
debted for their Preſervation. For, 
as Milton obſerves, | 


Needs muſt the Power 
« That made us, and for us this ample World, 
« Be infinitely Good, and of his Good 

« As liberal and free as infinite.” 


This worthy Lady took every con- 
venient Opportunity ſtrongly to im- 
preſs, on the Mind of her young Pu- 
pil, the Principles of Virtue and Re- 
ligion. She aſſur'd her, that to be 
Good, was to be Happy; that Tem- 
perance, Humility and Charity, were 
greater Ornaments than the molt coſtly 
Apparel; and that Pride, Capricioul- 


neſs and Diſſipation, though too of- 


ren 
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ten found among the Affluent, fre. 
quently brought the Poſſeſſors into 
Contempt, and ſometimes to Ruin, 
Theſe Leſſons were not loſt on the 
young Louiſa, whoſe Mind was as ex- 
alted as her Perſon was beautiful. 
They made a laſting Impreſſion, and 
regulated her Conduct. They gave 
true Greatneſs to her Manners, and 
procur'd her univerſal Eſteem. 


« Grace was in all her Steps, Heav'n in her Exe, 
In every Geſture Dignity.” 


M:LTos, 


The Tranquility of Mr. Harcourt, 
and of his Family and Friends, was 
now interrupted, by his Lady's being 
ſeiz'd with a violent Fever. It began 
with a Shivering, and had ſeveral 
alarming Symptoms. Notwithſtand- 
ing the Violence of her Diſorder, ſhe 
bore it with the greateſt Patience, and 
ſeem'd 
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ſeem'd perfectly reſign'd to her Diſſo- 


lution, Mrs. Selwin, Mrs. Bartlett, 


Mrs. Harrington, Amelia, Henrietta, or 
Louiſa, were with her Night and Day, 
each anxious to preſerve her Life, and 


carefully adminiſter'd her Medicines, 


at the particular Times her Phyſicians 


had preſcrib'd them. 
On the thirteenth Day the Fever 


came to a Criſis, and ſhe remain'd de- 


lirious for ſeveral Hours. A profuſe 
Sweat, and ſhort Slumbers ſucceeded; 
and, at length, ſome refreſhing Sleep. 


In a few Days her Phyſicians pro- 


nounc'd her out of Danger, to the in- 
expreſſible Joy of all her Friends; and 
proper Care being taken, to prevent 


a Relapſe, in about a Month ſhe was 
reſtor d to a perfect State of Health. 


Her Recovery made her Family and 
Friends Is happy, and ſhe render'd them 
ſincere 


( 142 ) 
ſincere Thanks, for their Tendernef 
and Love. 

Loui ſas Beauty, Good-Nature and 
Accompliduments, became now too 
ſtriking to paſs unnotic'd. She was 
tall, finely. ſhap'd, and extremely fair. 
Her Hair was black and gloſſy 


Her Lips reſembled the Coral, and 


her Cheeks the Lilly and the Roſe 
Her Teeth were white, ſmall and 


2 regular, and her Eyes black and ſpark- 


ling. In ſhort, ſhe was the Admira- 
tion of all that beheld her. Several 


of the neighbouring Gentry viſited 


Mr. Harcour:, that they might enjoy 
the Pleaſure of her Company——but 
none of them made 10 Impreſſion on 


her Heart. 


As Mr. Harcourt Va Charles were 


one Day taking an Airing on Horle- 
back, a ſudden Shower of Rain oblig'd 
them to take Shelter 1 in a Gentleman's 


Houſe, 
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| Houſe. The Owner, ſeeing them from 


his Window ride towards it, very 
kindly came to the Door to receive 
them, and gave them a hearty Wel- 
come. He ordered his Servant to 
take Care of their Horſes, and inſiſted 
on their taking ſome Refreſhment. 

In the Courſe of their Converſation, 
Mr. Harcourt deſir'd to know to whom 
they were indebted for their genteel 
Reception and Entertainment ? My 
« Name, Sir,” reply'd the young Gen- 
tleman, © is Eggleſton.” © I beg Par- 
« don, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Harcourt, « for 
* interrupting you But are you 


related to Mr. George Eggleſton, who 


* was ſome Years ago a Merchant 
in London? © I am, Sir,” anſwer'd 
Mr. Eggleſton, his only Son; and 
am now ſo unfortunate, as to be in 


* Mourning for the beſt of Fathers.” 


Mr. 


= 5) : 
. Harcourt aſſur'd him, that Gen- 


man was his intimate Acquaintance, 


and that he had formerly Dealings 
with him; but on his quitting Buſi- 
neſs, and retiring into Oxfordſhire, their 
Correſpondence had ceas*d. He then 
deſir'd Mr. Eggleſton, if it was not diſ- 
agreeable, to inform din of the State 
of his Family. 

I loſt my Mother and Siſter, Sir, 
faid Mr. Eggleſton, ** when I was very 
young. My Father, who had the 
© ſincereſt Love and Affection for 
„ me, being now his only Child, took 
te great Care of my Education; and, 
* about three Years ago, ſent me to 
ti the Univerſity. He purchas'd this 
* Houſe, that he might be near me, 
Fund that we might have frequent 
« Opportunities of ſeeing each other. 
My Situation at Oxford was ex- 
8 tremely agreeable, and I enjoyed 
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every Thing that Heart could wiſn 
« But my Happineſs was of ſhort 
« Duration. It 1s not three Months 
« ſince my Father ſent a Man, in great 
« Haſte, to inform me he was ill, and 
« defir'd to ſee me as ſoon as poſſible. 
I went immediately with the Ser- 


« vant; and, to my inexpreſſible 


« Grief, found there were no Hopes 
« of his Recovery. He embrac'd me 


« tenderly, gave me his Bleſſing, and 


« died in my Arms, a few Hours af- 
ter my Arrival. 


« Of my Father's Family there re- 


“ mains only my Uncle and myſelf. 
« He was never married, and has re- 


„ ſided in the Weſt-Indies ſeveral 


« Years, My Father has left him a 
“ conſiderable Legacy, and ſome of 
«* leſs Value to my Mother's Rela- 
tions The Bulk of his Fortune 
he has left to me. The ſudden 
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« Loſs of ſo dear, ſo affectionate 2 


Parent, has involv'd me in a Sorrow, 
e vhich Time and Reflection * cat 


remove.“ 

The Gentlemen returnd him Thanks 
for this Account of his Family, and 
gave him all the Conſolation in their 
Power. Mr. Harcourt gave him hi 
Addreſs, and an Invitation to viſit him 
often; and aſſur'd him, that the En- 
joyment of agreeable Company would 
diſpel that Melancholy, which at pre- 


ſent had caſt a Gloom over his Mind, 
and which would rather increaſe than 
abate by Loneſomeneſs and Retire- 


ment. 
After obtaining che Promiſe of 2 
Viſit from Mr. Eggleſton, the Gentle- 


men took their Leaves; and, as they 
rode towards Home, monde ſome Re- 
flexions on the Uncertainty of Hu- 
man Felicity. 


CHAP. 
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CHA P. XII. 


Mr. Eggleſton's Cbaracter. Sy mptoms 
of a growing Paſſion, Bleſſings of a 
ſincere Friendſbip. 


R. Harcourt acquainted his Fa- 
mily with the kind Reception 
he met with at Mr. Eggleſton's; and 


faid fo much in Favour of the Perſon, 


and Accompliſhments of his old 
Friend's Son, that they became deſi- 
rous of ſeeing, and being acquainted 
with him. He aſſur'd them, he had 
obtain'd from him the Promiſe of a 
Viſit: And added, © when he gives 
« us that Pleaſufe, we will inſiſt un his 
* often repeating it, for I intend to 
« jnroll him among the NG of 
* onf Friends.“ 
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It was not long before Mr. Eggl 
Fon paid the promis'd Viſit to Mr. 
Harcourt, He was receiv'd by all the 
Family with great Reſpect, and his po- 
lite Behaviour and agreeable Conver- 
ſation ſoon intitled him to their Eſteem. 
He was ſtruck with the incomparable 
Beauty and amiable Qualifications of 
Louiſa and ſhe felt ſome Emotions 
in Favour of this Gentleman, of which 
before ſhe had been an utter Stranger 
to. Mr. Harcourt inſiſted on his Vi. 
ſitor's ſtaying Dinner; after which he 
took Leave, but not *till he had given 
his Word that he would viſit them, 
as often as he had a convenient Op- 
8 8. 

If Mr. Egglefton's Gentility and Po- 
| md had made an Impreſſion on the 
Heart of Louiſa, he was no leſs ſtruck 
with her Beauty and Affability. They 
— felt an Uneaſineſs at parting—— 

from 
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from which neither found Relief, by 


a Separation. 


Louiſa fancy'd the Time long, ere 
Mr. Eggleſton fulfilled his Promiſe 
and he deferr'd coming for ſome Days, 
left it ſhould be thought particular. 
He made a genteel Anology for this 
early Viſit but Mr. Harcoart de- 
fir'd he would uſe no Ceremony there, 
but come as often as it ſhould be 
agreeable, for his Company gave Plea- 
ſure to himſelf and Family, and he 
ſhould always eſteem him as a valua- 
ble Friend, Mr. Eggleſton return'd 


ſuitable Acknowledgements for this 


kind Invitation, and it gave Louiſa a 
ſecret Satisfaftion. — 

He found Mr. Harcourt's Houſe 
and Garden fo pleaſant, and the Com- 
pany ſo chearful and entertaining, that 
it was Evening before he had any 


Thoughts of returning Home; and, 
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as he had behav'd with that Eaſe, 
Freedom and Good-nature, which is 
peculiar to Perſons of true Senſe and 
genteel Education, it was with Reluc. 
_ tance they parted even then. At tak- 
ing Leave, he expreſs'd a Deſire of 
ſeeing Mr. Harcourt and Family at his 
own Houſe——-and added, how happy 
he ſhould eſteem himſelf, in being fre- 
| quently honour'd with the Company 
and Converſation of ſuch amiable 
Friends. 

This Proſpect of a — Friend. 
ſhip was very agrerable to Louiſa. 
She found ſomething very pleaſing in 


5 the Perſon and Behaviour of Mr. Eg- 


gleſton . When he was preſent, every 
Thing afforded her Delight; when 
abſent, the ſame Objects, in her Imagi- 
nation, had not the ſame Charms. 
Though ſhe was at a Loſs to account 

for this, ſhe ſought not . 
rom 
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from her dear Mrs. Selwin, but lock'd 


up the Secret in her own Boſom. 
Mr. Eggleſton's lonely Situation, and 
his Melancholy for the late Loſs of 


his Father, induc'd Mr. Harcourt to 
make him acquainted with ſome of his 


other Friends; thinking that good 
Company and entertaining Converſa- 
tion might diſſipate that unavailing; 


though filial Sorrow, and enable him 


to enjoy the Comforts and the Plea- 
ſures of Life. At length this had 
the deſir d Effect for he found 
more Conſolation from the prudent 
Advice of thoſe worthy Friends, than 
ever he would have known from a falſe 
Train of Ideas, or the 1 delectable 
Retirement. 

Mr. Harcourt, his Friends, and their 


Families, now viſited Mr. Eggleſton 
with a friendly Freedom; and he ſpent _ 


the greateſt Part of his Time in their 
. Com- 
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Company, either at their Houſes, or 
at his own. With them he experi. 
enc'd the Benefits of agrecable Society, 
and the Bleſſings of ſincere F riendſhip, 
The elder Gentlemen appear'd to him 
as Fathers, the elder Ladies as Mo- 
thers——and the younger Branches of 
their Families, as his Brethren or 
Kindred. 
Oh! F riendſhip! hoy Source of 
Unity and Love! thou Sweetner and 
Balm of Life! how ſeldom art thou 
found among the human Race ! How 
often does Hypocriſy wear thy Maſk, 
and lull deluded Mortals into a fatal 
Security | Happy! thrice happy are 
thy Favourites! for they enjoy the 
; greateſt of earthly Bleſſings. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


My. Harcourt and his Friends go ts 

Bath. Lord F. ſees Louiſa there, and 
is ftruck with her Beanty. Ile pays 
Mr. Harcourt a Viſit, and gives that 

| Gentleman and his Family an Invila- 
lion to return it. 


R. Harcourt, finding his Health 
rather precarious, had ſome 
Thoughts of going to Bath, for the 
Benefit of the Waters. He conſulted 
his Phyſician, who aſſur'd him they 
would do him Good. He communi- 
cated his Intention to his Friends; 
who were induc'd, as well in Reſpe& 


to him, as the Fineneſs of the Seaſon, 


to bear him Company. 
Every Thing being ready, the 
co Gentlemen, Ladies and Chil- 
1 
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dren, ſet out for Bath, in four Coaches 
and Four; Charles, Frederick, Mr. 
Eggleſton, and three Men Servants, 


attended them on Horſeback. They 


lay at Marlborough the firſt Night, 


and the next Day, about Noon, ar- 
riv'd in that City. They took a laree 


Houſe, ready Furniſh'd, near the 


South Parade,. and liv'd all ee 
as one Family. 
There were, this Seaſon, a great 


Number of Nobility and Gentry at 


Bath; but, as they form'd a very 
agreeable Society among themſelves, 
they cultivated no new Acquaintance, 


and neither receiv'd or paid Viſits. 


Mr. Harcourt having receiv'd great 
Benefit from the Waters, and the 
Company ſeen all the publick Places, 


and whatever was worthy Notice in 


and near that City, they ſet out for 
Orfordſbireʒ and arriv'd there in Health 
and 


VV 
and Safety, after an Abſence of about 
five Weeks. 

Lord F. had ſeen Lowifa, when fhe 
was at Bath. He was ſtruck with her 
Beauty, and ſwore ſhe was the PB 
of domerſelſbire. He had often ſought 
an Opportunity of ſpeaking to her in 
private; but ſhe was always ſo ſurround- 
ed by her Friends, he could find none. 

At length he order'd one of his 
Servants to find out the Place of her 
Abode, and was determin'd to pay a 
Viſit to the Family; but as this was not 
diſcover'd till the Evening before they 
left Bath, when he went the next Day, 
dreſs'd in all the Gaiety of the Mode, 
his Lordſhip was told they had quitted 
the Houſe, and were return'd Home. 

On farther Enquiry, he was inform'd 
that the Name of the Gentleman who 
took the Houſe was Harcourt, and that 
he liv'd at ſome Village about twelve 

Miles 


„ 
Miles from Oxford. Though this was 
all the Intelligence he could get at 


preſent, he reſolv'd, if poſſible, to find 


Mr. Harcourt out, at his return to 
London. 

Accordingly, as he drew near Ox. 
ford, he order'd his Servants to aſk at 
the ſeveral Inns on the Road, if they 


knew ſuch a Gentleman. At one of 


thoſe they got a Direction to his Houſe, 


and his Lordſhip, took up his Lodging 
there for that Night. 


The next Morning he dreſs'd him- 
ſelf very gayly, and went in his Coach 
and Six to Mr Harcourt's Houſe, He 
ſent in his Compliments to Mr. Har- 
court. and that his Lordſhip would 


eſteem ita Favour to have a Sight of 


his Garden. Though that Gentleman 
was not deſirous of new Acquaintance, 


bhe ſent a genteel Anſwer, and his 


Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip was drove into the Court. 
Yard, and immediately alighted. 

Mr. Harcourt gave him a very polite 
Reception, being unacquainted with 
his Character, and accompany'd him 
into the Garden. Mrs. Selwin and 
Louiſa were in the Temple of FLORA. 
They ſoon caught his Lordſhip's Eye, 
; and he advanc'd towards it. The 

Ladies roſe, as he enter'd it, and were 
for retiring ; but he paid them many 
frothy Compliments, and begg'd to be 
honour'd with their Company. 
When his Lordſhip had ſlightly ex- 
amin'd the Painting, he ſaid. Your 
Garden, Mr. Harcourt, is a little 
« Paradiſe ; and I admire the Excel- 
« lence of your Taſte, for you have 
* plac'd Flora in the Midſt of the 
* flowery Race, over whoſe Beauties 
that Goddeſs is faid to preſide : And 
a 3 the Artiſt drew this Ra- 
| 0 6c preſentation 
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a. preſentation. of Flora, from the 1 
Beauty and Symmetry of this ange. E 
« lic young Lady,” bowing to Leuiſa. ct 
Mr. Harcourt return'd his Lord. fi 
| ſhip Thanks for the Compliment; . 
but aſſur'd him, that the Painting 4 
was finiſh'd before that Ladywas born, ſc 
Upon which he feign'd a Surprise, tc 
and pretended to examine it with more 
Circumſpection. After looking at it at 
for ſome Time, I ſee my Error,” co 
ſays his Lordſhip, “and am greatly h 
e pleas'd you have corrected me; for, Wl tc 
upon a nicer View, I find the Lady W 
ce ſurpaſſes the Goddeſs in Beauty, az b. 
* much as a Tulip does a Dog-Roſe.” 
Mr. Harcourt bow'd, and ſmibd at the ex 
Compariſon. 0 
When Lord F. had taken a Tur B¹ 
or two round the Garden, and beſtow'd v2 
many Encomiums on its Beauty and h 
ve 


Regularity, Mr. Harceurt aſk'd if he 
. would 
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would pleaſe to take any Refreſhment? 
His Lordſhip begg'd Leave to be ex- 
cus'd, as it was not long ſince he Break-: 
faſted, and he was under an Engage- 
ment to be at London that Night; but 
as he often travell'd that Road, he would 
ſometimes give himſelf the Pleaſure 
to look in, and take a Family Dinner. 

He was profuſe of his Compliments, 
at taking Leave — gave Mr. Har- 
court his Addreſs, and an Invitation to 
him and his Family, when they came 
to London, to call at his Houſe; 
which, he was pleas'd to ſay, would do 
him Honour, 

Mrs. Selwin, being inform'd of he 
5 extraordinary Method his Lordſhip 

WH took to pay them a Viſit, gave her 
Brother a Hint to be cautious of culti- 
vating a Friendſhip with him. She 
had heard, ſhe ſaid, that Lord F. was 
very rich, but his general Character 


Was 
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was that of a Rake; and ſhe imagi ad 
this Viſit might be plac'd to Lon s 
Account, whoſe Beauty had caught his 
Eye, for ſhe obſerv'd him to view her 
with great Attention, as they were re- 
turning to their Houſe, the E 
before they left Bath. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt were of their 
Siſter's Opinion, in regard to his Lord- 

ſhip's Viſit; but they were all at a Loſs 
to know how he diſcover'd the Place 


of her Reſidence, as they liv'd very re- 


tir'd at Bath, and were unknownto any 


of the Company they ſaw there. How- 


ever, they weredetermin'd to be watch- 
ful of his Lordſhip, and to guard Louiſa 
from any Schemes that might be laid 
to enſnare her Innocence. 
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